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Lesson plan: Descriptive writing

Learning objectives To practise descriptive writing techniques

Lesson objectives Learners will:

o Recognise the difference between description and narration
o Explore the structure of the descriptive text
e Practice writing a descriptive text using appropriate language

Vocabulary e Descriptive words (f/m)
e Synonyms and antonyms. (matching gender adjectives)

Previous learning Learners would have been introduced to descriptive writing using appropriate language and useful
vocabulary.
Resources Appendix 1 Feminine / masculine adjectives

Appendix 2 Synonyms and antonyms

Appendix 3 Peer assessment worksheet




Activities

Beginning (10
mins)

Starter activity:
Teacher and learners introduce their home countries/cities. They’re to name their city/country followed by two sentences.
Emphasis on descriptive language.

Before the lesson

Instructions to teacher before the lesson

- Make flashcards from the list of vocabulary in Appendices 1 and 2
- Print peer assessment sheets

Print the picture of the port of Aden

Middle (50 mins)
Introducing Yemen
video (5 minutes)

Teacher to recap
the difference
between
descriptive and
narrative writing (5
minutes)

Show short video clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsTXbb1mwMU®&Iist=PLp5jQ7QjKnw9b8dycTFt30PxogKtWn2tq&index=78

Descriptive writing conveys a vivid image of what is seen or imagined. The reader would be able to imagine what is being
described. The language used aims to tell the reader how something looks, smells, sounds, tastes and feels.

Narrative writing is a style of writing that tells a story. It would establish a setting, events, characters, a theme and a plot
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsTXbb1mwMU&list=PLp5jQ7QjKnw9b8dycTFt3OPxogKtWn2tq&index=78

Show the Yemeni boats picture on the smartboard.

Brainstorming Ask learners to answer the following questions, writing ideas on the smartboard.

session Ask the class whether they agree or disagree with shared responses.

(5—10 minutes) . ,
Questions to prompt the conversation:

- What do you see in the picture?

- How does the water movement against the boats sound. Do you think you can hear seagulls?
- Are these fishing boats? How might they smell?

- Are these boats old? How would they feel beneath your feet? Or when you touch them.
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The basic structure | The basic structure of a descriptive essay
of a descriptive

, - Introduction: prepare the reader for the subject
essay (5 minutes)

- Middle: detailed description using the five senses; sight, smell, taste, sound and feeling.
- End: impression or opinion
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Teacher shares the exemplar essay on the smartboard and ask a volunteer to read it aloud. Encourage students to determine
the strengths of the essay.

Essay exemplar
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Group discussion Questions to steer the conversation

of the exemplar - Which of the sensory senses does the writer use?
essay (5-10 - How does the piece make you feel?
minutes)

- How did the writer use descriptive words to paint the image you imagined?
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picture (15 Answers can be written on another part of the smartboard.

minutes) Learners are encouraged to use the outcome of the discussion in their writing.

In groups of 2/3 Teacher to share flashcards of vocabulary to encourage learners to use them.

learners conduct Teacher hands out peer assessment sheets (Appendix 3).
peer assessment

of written work (5
minutes)
End (5 mins) Plenary: Recap and distribute the picture of Aden and set homework

Homework: Write 100 words describing the port of Aden, Yemen




Additional Information

In learning Arabic in particular, there will be various language proficiency and connection to the culture. Teachers
should take this into consideration especially during class discussions. When dividing the class into groups,
teachers should also take into consideration student varying abilities, knowledge and proficiency.

Consider health and safety and
use of information communication
technology in your own context.

Reflection and evaluation

Reflection:

Were the lesson objectives realistic?
What did the learners learn today?
What was the learning atmosphere like? Did my planned differentiation work well? Did | stick to timings?

What changes did | make from my plan and why?

Summary evaluation:

What two things went really well? (Consider both teaching and learning.)

1.

2.

What two things would have improved the lesson? (Consider both teaching and learning.)
1.

2.

What have | learned from this lesson about the class or individuals that will inform my next lesson?




Appendix 1 Adjectives

Positive words

ulag) clals

Marvellous Al [ gl
Beautiful/Pretty EUVENy S IVEN
Wonderful/Superb A [ oy
Enjoyable dxias [ pilas
Exceptional/Excellent 8 jiaia / i




Neutral words salaa cilalg
Clear Lila [ ila
Piled (up) 48! yia [ oS sia
Calm Aadla [ sola
Old Lol [
Faint (in colour) caaly




Negative words

Boring ilaa / Jaa
Frayed/Fatigues il / Slllgia

Ugly Ay [ widy
Horrible/Dreadful Ay e [ e
Annoying e 3a ] g




Colours sl

Black 13 g [ 3 gl

White el / Ll

Red ¢ yan [ jaal
Green o) pad [ yuadl

Blue sB,5/ G)
Yellow ol ia [ yial
Purple Uy [ onadly
Pink / Rose S SV ATS SYE STV RTEEY)
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Colours sl
Orange A, / M
Brown G/ G
Grey Wy /g,y
Golden A2ad [ ol
Silver Qb [ Jad
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Appendix 2 Common synonyms and antonyms

English Ay al) dall)
Big s [ pS
Small b pa [ ypua

A lot ERT A¥S

A little / A few A8/ Jus
Tall / Long gh /dish
Short 5 yual [ jual

Good B [ dia

Bad s / (g
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Beautiful lies [ dpen
Ugly Ry [ i
Cold EBEYESE
Hot 35/ e
Dark / Dusky Al [ als
Light / Bright daila ) ild
Easy U [ Jgme

Difficult drea [ e
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English

dgy ) dalY)
New s/ s
Old L
Happy s/
Sad SATETNY TR N
Clear ol / sl
Unclear
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Appendix 3 Peer assessment worksheet

Criteria

Meeting the criteria

Well developed images that create a -
P 9 Brilliant Good _ Needs
complex atmosphere. improvement
- Needs
Good essay structure Brilliant Good improvement
Using a variety of descriptive words Brilliant Good Needs
improvement
- Needs
Accuracy of language Brilliant Good improvement
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Resources
e Online dictionary
* Arabic bilingual dictionary

e Arabic picture bilingual dictionary

Oxtord al‘abic

Essential
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Dictionary

English—Arabic Arabic—English
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The world’s most trusted dictionaries
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