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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
guestion as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations available in RM Assessor
Annotation Meaning
0 0 marks
1 1 mark
A omission
BOD benefit of doubt given
NBOD no benefit of doubt given

General Marking Instructions

The mark scheme will identify 40 marking units. Award a maximum of 1 mark per unit. For each unit, you can award either 1 mark (if the unit is
correct) or 0 marks (if the unit is incorrect). Do not award a ‘half mark’ for any unit.

e Place the ‘1’ annotation just above the end of the correct unit
e Place the ‘0’ annotation just above the end of the incorrect unit

e Look at the number of ‘1’ annotations (RM Assessor adds up the total for you) and enter a mark out of 40 for communication in the mark
input box for Question 1.

Crossing out:
(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. (Please note that a
‘second attempt’ could be a single word.)
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1 Unit English Target Language 40
1 It is hard to believe 2 vy
‘adé%/ BN
2 that there was a time . .
3 when the internet did not exist. - S <
Wuf&:ﬁﬁd/ﬁg}l_‘g
4 It is now impossible
‘Z—‘-’fg Vo
5 to imagine life without it. - 7 .
oSS e AL
6 In fact, it only started

Sz S s
7 to be in general use ALJL’J"" la..fl
= (et

8 about 30 years ago. J}' J gy
3060

9 Before that, computers were mainly used “ . e )
&L%JWUU&/’/}’{‘;{ S el
10 for writing documents AZ:&U/
2 Vg
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11 or performing calculations. .
JLi S -2l
12 The internet is a source of knowledge, .
a,aus.ﬂg,)’ oy
13 making dictionaries, encyclopaedias and instruction 2
booklets KL&LU/LVLL«,A&& e e 3
14 instantly available to everyone. -
c‘;gy%“iﬁy/{onbd/;’
15 It stores our photographs, . "
‘Lr/gﬁ@wd/w,
16 documents and diaries, ‘,
b3l sy
17 and it reminds us of our appointments. .
gL“U».L‘w.UL/Wu:ﬁ,:AI
18 It is also a platform for communication,
C—,.’J“/}.h—vg‘ﬁg&.’/:/
19 and in recent years
DO
20 we have increasingly relied on it

‘Lw%l%{,J!Lﬂ
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21 to see and talk online . s
D Lo S mEE G

22 to friends, relatives, colleagues and clients. P -l . -

LU}(KAUKJZ’.J:UUU:/“/:UW»
23 Employees have discovered

S qud S a1

24 that they can work remotely,
u,?é /((K‘f///u/uu J

25 changing the concept Lo
L’/J:A{ Vot

26 of the traditional workplace,

AN

27 and patients do not always need y .. .
‘auif(cu}/.zz‘l:(uﬂ/m
28 to go to a medical centre d/
b
29 to consult a doctor. “iicl‘.a—/y/'j
30 However, greater reliance on the internet,

AT los\ ) g El o e
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31 particularly in the area of education, PR &y
S P S
32 has highlighted | 5
<y ro
¢
33 social and economic inequalities. J/U’bf‘ "3 ...L’,‘
Ly
34 Parts of the world "
35 do not have easy access to it; s . .
‘au'.?/ .,&Mc_dbffd
36 some people cannot afford é/u’“ . . 7
> A IYT Sy
37 the necessary equipment; L& .
KU S/
38 and others, especially the elderly, J
JZ(,J}bup(}é./}Jul
39 do not feel comfortable y
LIS U e
40 about using the technology.

S NS G
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