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MODERN STANDARD CHINESE
(MAURITIUS)

Paper 3252/01
Composition

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates need to:

e ensure that they answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.

¢ adhere to the word limits specified.

¢ ensure that their work is legible, accurate and logically presented.

e show an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing and sentence structure.

e demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and Spelling.

e understand and be able to employ a range of appropriate vocabulary.

e be able to present facts, ideas and opinions in an organized way.

e ensure that they present their response in the form stipulated in the question (e.g., letter, dialogue).
e plan their use of time for each question and allow time for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

In general, candidates performed well on this paper.

In Section A, topic 1(a) and (c) were the most popular questions. The vast majority of candidates chose 1(a)
and 1(c) with 1(b) being the second most popular question. Performance on this section was quite good on
the whole. 36 per cent of the candidates got full marks.

In Section B, Question 2(c) was the most popular choice with candidates. 2(d) was the second most
popular question followed by 2(b). No candidate chose 2(a). Performance in this section was not as good as
in Section A.

It was encouraging to note that stronger candidates made very few spelling and grammatical errors. Weaker
candidates generally struggled to construct sentences accurately and made frequent spelling and
grammatical mistakes.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following Chinese characters, which were often
written in an incorrect form (The wrong spelling is given on the right):
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Sentences which were wrongly written (grammatical mistakes):

BAR B LA DI 9 AT P .
AR, KRFRARRNBLRKAE —/ LB IE,
KO EERLRL—ADNPRE K,
KB R A KRB MNERERG T R
B B AR R G,
PBRMBITAK, RELEAWFRRP X FAR,
AIBRFRT, AMIATRREE,
ANIFRARSZIFOR, CHEANOESTE S,
B AHEFBREFHIH.

0 hERtyPiERIAEIEETH,

1 BRBEAF THRAKEEREIGRE RS L,

= 2 000N WN -~

There were also some very good sentences, such as:

AR L i2wFHY, KPP ReeBFES V2R,
R BLAR AR B9 BARIRITL, 2R R R ERGAR T
fmAATE, ROFod TAT, KREEHEERA,
BREFCELLT, RANRSERRRRGPERG EL,
FHERFOWE, LRBFFARL—RERGE,
MA—NZIRGFR, TR L)L E RAEET .
KT LB IR TRANIF, TARZLHET &5,
FBRRTE, AREERGRKFBAEGFRAMBYE T,
A BRALEF R SELRZ RS — R,
0 Ho_RFLEBRITTFFHHABRS X F AT A A B EMIHH I,
1 REXBMELH IS TUARB L %695,

= 2 000N O, OWN -~

Section A — Letter, Report or Speech, Dialogue

Candidates were required to write a response of appropriately 120 words in Chinese on one of three given
topics.

In Question 1(a), candidates had to write a letter on the topic ‘Your name is Wang Xin and you live in Port
Louis, Mauritius. Write a letter to a friend, who lives in Chengdu, telling him/her about your favourite Chinese
food.” This question was fairly popular. Some fluent essays were seen here.

Question 1(b), required candidates to write a speech on the topic ‘Write a speech for your school assembly
with the title ‘Every student should join an after-school club’. This was not a popular topic.

A range of performance was seen in Question 1(c), which asked candidates to write a dialogue on the topic
‘You like reading e-books. Your sister prefers reading paper books. Write a dialogue between you and your
sister where you try to convince her that reading e-books is better.’ This question was the most popular and
there were some quite good essays.

Section B — Essay

Candidates were asked to write an essay of approximately 200 words in Chinese from a choice of four given
topics.

Question 2(a) required candidates to describe a newly opened night market where you went with your
family. This was not a popular option as no candidate chose to do it.
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In Question 2(b), candidates had to give their opinion on ‘The development of artificial intelligence is doing
more harm than good.” This was also not a popular option.

A range of performances was seen on Question 2(c), which required candidates to narrate ‘Just after you
woke up in the morning, you received a phone call from a stranger’ and what happened next. This was the
most popular question in this section. The more successful candidates were able to create very good
narrations. There were some fluent essays, with good vocabulary and narrative techniques.

In Question 2(d), candidates had to give their opinion on ‘School should reduce the number of art and music
lessons and give more time to science subjects.” This question was the second most popular question in this
section. The strongest responses were characterised by fluency and varied sentence structures.
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MODERN STANDARD CHINESE
(MAURITIUS)

Paper 3252/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages

Candidates generally responded well to this paper, with the majority of candidates demonstrating a good
understanding of the passages and sound skills in translating and expressing themselves in Chinese.

Candidates are reminded that it is important to:

e read the translation passages carefully before beginning to translate.

o show that they can understand and adequately convey information from the English version to the target
language and vice-versa.

be able to recognise implicit meaning and attitude.

select and evaluate information relevant to specific purposes and express it in their own words.

show a sense of audience and an awareness of register.

understand and employ a range of appropriate vocabulary.

demonstrate an awareness of the conventions of sentence structure.

General comments

Overall, a range of good performances was seen on this paper. The vast majority of candidates provided
accurate translations of the English in well-written Chinese. Mistakes that were made were either careless
slips or uncertainty over words such as ‘Mother-tongue, video calls, local community, fluent’, and ‘Forbidden
City’. Candidates should always check their work and polish their translations to improve it.

Section A — Translation

Question 1: Translation into English

Candidates were required to translate a passage from Chinese into English. The majority of candidates
coped very well with this exercise which carries 10% of total marks. An important number of candidates

scored very high marks in this question. Some of the common errors found in scripts related to the
translation of the following words:

G RE )54%3

to discuss If/whether should
ik B i8] AR
save time spend time
HRIR B R, mE
choose clothes to avoid each other
- 374 B3t ¥—

The comparisons of object plain
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Question 2: Translation into Chinese
Candidates were required to translate a passage from English into Chinese. This question carries 20% of the
total marks. Some candidates did well in this question. Weaker candidates had difficulty writing accurate
Chinese.

Some of the common errors found in scripts related to the translation of the following words:

She doesn’t have many chances to speak her native language She continues learning

WEARS L HEiE 12 kb 4k 4k 5 5]

Her mother-tongue language In her local community furthermore

#iE Hde L eyt X o HL

makes video calls In their hometown Fluent Chinese
AR EARMNGES RAV G F L

This summer to travel to China Apart from

NS 3 o B BT Sk
Visiting her family and friends The Great Wall The Forbidden City
ARAFNE K& WE

And other Peking duck is her favourite food
Fe Al AT AR ERGRY
She will definitely a famous restaurant in Beijing
— 2 — KR LN b FIRE

Where she can taste this delicious roast dish

AR LT A & R ER

Section B — Reading Comprehension

Candidates were required to answer the questions based on a given passage. This question carries 25
marks. The majority of candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the passage, and performance
on this question was generally excellent.

Questions 3,4,5,6,7,8 &9
Candidates coped very well with these questions, often scoring full marks.

Question 3 FERA LA AXZ? FHEH L.
The expected answers were:“Z A X 4 G 69K K 544" and “f R a9tk
This question was successfully attempted by most candidates.

Question 4 /4 KA & 4o T E ALY FRIEE? HEEH &
The expected answers were:“& B BUit £ 245 4" and “A R LR 1T,
This question was very well attempted on the whole.

Question 5 2 T IR ILEANE R 69 BARIARIE? iH =R A B &
The expected answers were:“ 2 % L #” and “E R % /", The majority of candidates attempted this question
well.

Question 6 R AER L, 243 EHRMEERERTR? FEEZ K.
The expected answers were:“= 2,75 4. 3232 %" and “k KR £ 1A 4", The majority of candidates
attempted this question well.
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Question 7 BUF & EEH 2 RRIPHE? FEEZ R,

The expected answers were: “#| T &, RIZFHE" and “B i) LdAFH K,

The majority of candidates attempted this question well. Some candidates only gave one or two elements of
answer instead of three elements of answer, leading to a loss of marks.

Question 8 E# T L AFRK A #R? HHEDW L.

The expected answer was: “BUF 5] . AR &R, EFF 48X 41R” and “Fe & B 4F69 2] 1]”. There were
four elements of answer in this question. The majority of candidates attempted this question well, but some
candidates gave only two or three elements answer instead of 4. Hence, they did not sore full marks.

Question 9 -Fit &A1 B # HE Mt A R R IFIR? FRHEZ K
The expected answers were: “A 5% X5, T A K" and “H171X)7". The majority of candidates attempted
this question well. Some candidates only gave one element of answer instead of three elements of answer.

Question 10 — Vocabulary

This question assessed knowledge of basic vocabulary in reading comprehension. Different kinds of
vocabulary items were tested through giving synonyms or antonyms in this question. Candidates could
choose any three questions to answer. The popular items were (ii), (iv) and (v). They carried 6 marks. The
maijority of candidates could cope well in this question. Weaker candidates struggled with this question.

Item (i) “#5 7" 89 B SL3a R AT 42
The expected answer was: “% /i”. Some candidates wrongly gave “#=m&. 4%, #&&" and “& 4" as the
answer.

Item (ii) “5%i%” 49 Bl 3Li5) & 2

?
The expected answer was: “iz%”. Some candidates wrongly gave “/73). %] as they did not understand

the meaning of the words “77:%".

Item (iii) “E #]” 49 R XL E & AT 47
The expected answer was: “4&/". It seems that the candidates could not understand the meaning of the
words “/£#]” as no candidate chose the item to answer.

Item (iv) “7~ 7T 4" 497 LA A4 42
The expected answer was: “# 1~ 7] /", The majority of candidates attempted this question well.

Item (v) “iR %" 9 R LA RAH A ?
The expected answer was:“ 1 £”.
Some candidates wrongly gave “&i#” as the answer.
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