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Paper 3206/01
Composition

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates were required to:

ensure that they answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.
adhere to the word limit as specified in the question paper.

ensure that their language is accurate and ideas logically presented.

show an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing and sentence structure.
demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling.
understand and be able to employ a range of vocabulary.

be able to order and present facts, ideas and opinions.

plan their use of time for each question and allow for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

The overall performance of candidates in this year’s session was quite satisfactory. Most of the candidates
managed to answer the questions within the allotted timeframe. Many candidates showed their proficiency in
the Tamil language through the proper usage of grammatical rules and the use of well-structured sentences.
However, recurrent errors were noted in a number of scripts. These included inaccuracies in the choice of
vocabulary, incorrect subject-verb agreement, flawed syntax, improper use of case-markers and in the
spelling of less common words. Such errors had a significant impact on candidates’ performance in both
sections of the paper.

Comments on specific questions

Paper 1 aims at testing the writing skills of candidates. The latter were asked to write an essay of about 120
words in Tamil on one of the three topics given.

Only the strongest candidates produced well-structured essays with appropriate vocabulary. A significant
number struggled to write relevant essays. Many candidates were unable to find the appropriate vocabulary
to address the more complex topics presented.

Section A

In this section, dialogue was the most popular among candidates, with the majority opting for Question 1(c).
However, Questions 1(a) and 1(b) proved to be very challenging to many.

Question 1(a) required candidates to write a formal letter to the Examinations office enquiring about their
examination details for the upcoming exams, which had been delayed. Very few candidates attempted this
question, and those who did generally displayed grammatical inaccuracies and errors in sentence structure.
These issues resulted in unclear expression, misapplication of case markers, and imprecise or awkward
phrasing.

Question 1(b) asked candidates to write a newspaper report on the conditions of farmers in their area. This
task was not popular with candidates. Among those who attempted it, very few demonstrated a good
understanding of the context and were able to present nuanced arguments, with clarity and precision in their
writing.

Question 1(c) required candidates to write a dialogue between themselves and a friend about someone they
had recently met and whom they admired greatly. This question was the most popular in this section.
Although there were issues with sentence structure, tense usage, semantic errors, choice of vocabulary, and
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repetitive expressions, the overall quality of the responses was good. Their answers showed strong
engagement with the task and a clear understanding of what was required.

Section B — Essay

In this section, candidates were required to write an essay of about 200 words in Tamil on one of the four
topics given.

Among the topics, Question 2(a) was the most popular. Although many candidates chose this narrative task,
only a few high-performing candidates produced well-structured essays characterised by logical sequencing,
coherent paragraphing, and effective control of vocabulary and syntax. The majority, however, submitted
responses that were limited in both content and linguistic accuracy. Common weaknesses included the
incorrect use of idioms, repetitive phrasing, and failure to meet the required word count.

Question 2(b) required candidates to describe a technology exhibition they had recently attended. This
descriptive task was favoured by only a very small number of candidates. It proved challenging for most of
them, due to limited vocabulary and insufficient content knowledge, which hindered their ability to address
the topic effectively.

Questions 2(c) and 2(d), which were argumentative tasks, are usually considered challenging by candidates
and were therefore not popular.

A small number of candidates demonstrated strong writing skills, producing well-developed responses
supported by a wide range of vocabulary. In contrast, less able candidates were unable to score well due to
limited vocabulary, repetitive ideas, and numerous grammatical errors.

The most common mistakes are highlighted below:

(a) Spelling mistakes

. &mevhlenm MMHMLD - &TevHlemev LOMMHMLD
. 6T S Cm6dT — HLOLISIGm 60T

. QAs7eNe — CETansd

. LD ITEIT — LOM)|HITEIT

. QUIT(H S &6mer — GILIT (L S6mer
. CHMLMIEG - QAHTLRG
. I|6TTEMLOUNED — |630T60ILOUTED

. siflejeny - sifiejeny

(b) Case markers

e BGMEHG CHTEHS 6plqCeutetl — (GMBMW CHITEHE 6plq Cevreo

o SIUISET LIWID SI6UTSHEHSHGSL LIGWID HenL SHMITIsH6T — SlenLsHmE)
o dlLemeoll FHHICUMLD — HLel6L FHHLGCUTLD

o Sleuem GUF (LPIQUITH — leueTmeL GLUF (LPIgUITE)

o eT6OTEMGH 2 G QFWIHT - 6TETSH(EG 2 H CFUIHITT

e AANWMES SUMPHCH6 — SpAFIWMT LS CH 60T

o ETOUISHG LIWID enLHCM60T — [HT6HT LD Si6mL HCmedt

(c) Verbs

e BMAGEH GUHKGCeTTLD - BTRIGET CUEGeTTLD
o [HT6T LILG& &M 60T - IHIT60T Lilg.& &G 6ot

o BMEMID Bud eT6dTesr - BTeHID Bud eT6sT60T
QEWHTISH6T? QEWGCHMLD?
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e LD&&ET LIV @\(IHIHS 60T - D&&6T LIV @\(HH ST & 6T
o 6160185 LWL gouLGL6r - (TUTHGL LD eFHULLG)
« LSS QBHSS) - LL&ESET @)(I5IHS 6o

(d) Adverbial Participles

o 2606 FMGESH M (HLOLINCEIET — FMLDEHS

o B355mHL QUDHM THLULTTSEHCHET — QUM

e Gums elememnumqeormysen — Gumul

o GMIDGHS 26016 — FMDGHS

e oeuhg Geuerur(hd — euiy

e umL MG - UMg Wl

o &HhHHS (WP - FHEES

(e) Wrong use of qualifiers

e QIUJRIGHT (LPSHWILDTET — NUIRISET (DSHWIDTE @\([HEE6Tment @) (Ih 5 S 65TM 601
o«  Gajey Coemauwmsst QHEHMEG — CHT6 CHMUWTES Q([HSHME
o SDIOT QUBEHLLWITET QBB — DT CLHEMLOWITES QHHSTT

(f) Syntax

o 61601 QUOHCOHMISERSEG CFHHFIUDLIG [BT6TT LMeDEUSET LHGEYLD LIIgSH@GLD.
e [BIT6OT €2(IF Si6HoTeMLOUTIEL LML FMemev SHlemL &&HGme6or.

e QmFmU @R DB HmeLeml @\(H&HEHCMe.

o @, &emeuwimest WetT &M (Wig6 | QFWILI FmLDECH60T.

o (p fmaleT NGaD TjHS Slanemouiled &hHeGseor.

o LDITEUOIEUTS6NT 6T6L6V Y EFULITEHET 6T6OT6M6IILI LIMTITITL LG 6TTITITS61T.

o Sleuflett Qemgud LG FFTSHGHIHCMe.

o [HTEST LIV H6UILITEH6T GFUICE60T.

o HTEST SIEUEHSHS C&FTEL6L 61651 QU] C& 66T,

However, as in previous years, there were some well-written essays characterized by well-structured

sentences and the appropriate use of idiomatic expressions and good vocabulary. Examples are given
below.

o 2 empli Qeupmiufest HmeCaHMeL’ 6T6dTm) LMLl FoMI6oTiy.

o 6T60T HEEMSHNEO(BHG UL QTS SHetuiewt) SHeiennidHled SHHGH N(LpHS 6.

o  GL&MRGET LIEhd CLOL ML &merLl GLITeL Sienevh& C&ITeuunl (b 6.

e AQhy CHIHHOL QFMIHESLD 6T6oT LDEIHlL Gleuenand GumeL LMLIHSHF).

o CIHHMEU 6TSHGHM6 [HleMEUEUBEIT MU M6V SleMELUITII LIMIHE 6h&S60T.

o Gilwesllett HTHET FULDHG CUTL SMLBHHCLITS| 6T60T LOEOILD LILLIL 6T65TM)]
g HEHMG).

e QAhsF QESHmws CoHL(B emereu@bd UNLCUTEL CLHMLOWITS @ (HHSTEHET.

o Hlgeomi LUNGTM QUbSTSET HeuemeLLLL MTGH! (LP&EHD aN(PSSHLD SFevmed!
6T60TLISIL WUILHILEMEL’ 6T6ITMI S]] YMIGHVNTEHS Fal 6TRIGEMET 2a15GaSHSHITI).

e [BMD UMLSMGHS SHEIemID &HSHIOML Lig &GS Q&menq(bhHCUTEH SHleFerm)
BLd bmemevLiLieTan Gemeveau] HLD eUGLILT6L HIHLPHSTI.

o OGO Ng5HS wWmenest GLIT6L

e BedT Hemev Gumev MHeaTGME6DT.
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TAMIL

Paper 3206/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates were required to express themselves in clear, correct and
concise language.

In addition, candidates were required to:

¢ show an understanding of texts and adequately convey information.

e understand and present facts in a coherent manner.

e evaluate information, select what is relevant to specific purposes and express their understanding in
their own words.

understand and employ a range of vocabulary.

be able to recognise implicit and explicit meaning.

demonstrate an awareness of the conventions of sentence structures in Tamil.

demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling.
ensure that their work is legible and logically presented.

General comments

The overall performance on this year’s paper was satisfactory, with a broad spectrum of performance
observed. Candidates generally coped well with the translation texts in both Sections A and B, with quite
reasonable confidence. Both texts were accessible to high-ability candidates who attempted both sections
and demonstrated strong comprehension skills as well as linguistic competence.

Of the two texts set for translation, a considerable number of candidates struggled with translating the
passage from the target language into English. In contrast, the translation from English into the target
language was generally accessible to a wider range of candidates. Apart from occasional slips by a few
candidates, most of them demonstrated competence in translating the English text into the target language.

Regarding the reading comprehension task, a significant number of candidates tackled the questions

successfully. However, as in previous years, it was observed that many candidates answered the questions
by indiscriminately lifting chunks from the given text. This practice should be discouraged.

Comments on specific questions

Section A — Translation into English

Candidates were required to translate a passage from the target language into English. Some candidates
performed well on this task, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures while demonstrating good
control of grammar, syntax, and spelling. However, a few candidates encountered difficulties in
understanding the text and consequently struggled to produce an accurate translation.

Many candidates faced difficulties in translating the following words:

6)16G0T600TIRI & 61T - colours
Semevemull GUIM6L - like a statue
Sleumnn§ §lifl6H8 M6UsHS - made him laugh

SI6UMTEF SNFIUI DI6USHS
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PWHESSTTS6N - made an effort to make him move
SBL_MLD6L SIENFUITLOED - He was motionless/ stood still
SMUuIGLITEME &F6UIT6L

N(BLD 6UemSHUIN6DL - challenging the onlookers
WIS all(LPeugIGLITEL big &S] - pretended to faint

LismLpwl Hlsmev - old position/ state

STHTUMTITS - unexpected
GMIDLSS6MSHT6L o &F&HlwliLlL (B - surprised by prank

B&HG C1&eL - Walked away

Many candidates encountered difficulties in translating the words ‘6116501 650T T & 61T, HleMm eV MWL CLIT6L,
SMEW M6USHS (PWMDHHGHHTTHET, 4L MDD EHEFWITLOEV, &TEITCLITNIIEF &F6UIT6L
all(BLD UM Uilev, GMILLSHOUSHHT6L Y, FFFWILL (B . These words were left out by a wide
range of candidates. ‘3|6U6DJ& é]lj]&’;&; 6M6U& S’ was incorrectly translated as ‘they laughed at him’;
OWIRIE ail(LpeugIGUITeL BHigHGITY’ was wrongly translated as ‘he fell unconscious’. ‘Lie®LOW

Lf,]ms\)’ was wrongly translated as ‘old place, old house’.

Question 2 — Translation into Tamil

In Question 2, candidates were required to translate a passage from English to the target language. Many
candidates performed very well, demonstrating strong control of vocabulary, syntax, grammar, punctuation,
and spelling. However, this posed difficulties for a few candidates. Errors related to vocabulary, sentence
structures, and spelling were noted. Some candidates could not find the right translation for the following
words:

parrot - &l

sounds of birds - LIME06US 66T & & & RIG 6l
greeted - QImp& 4

concentrate on your studies ~ — g LIN6L &ex6rTid Q& s)I& &)
next morning - LOMIBITET HTEMEL

amazed - eWLITH S 60T(]

skills - HMEMLO& 6T

Section B — Reading Comprehension

A significant number of candidates performed well on this question. As in previous years, many candidates
answered by directly lifting large portions of text rather than using their own words.

For Questions 3 to 8, the majority of candidates was able to identify the correct answers. However, a few
provided only partial responses. Candidates who expressed the ideas from the original text using their own
words often struggled to convey the intended meaning accurately.

Questions 9 and 10 proved very challenging for a significant number of candidates, who were unable to
identify the correct answers.

For Question 11, candidates were required to find the synonyms for three of the six words provided. This
proved to be very challenging for weaker candidates, who struggled to understand most of the words given.

Overall, candidates faced challenges in explaining the following words: @)(5&60&, euFGeuMMMT6IT and
LwILBl6LELITLD6L. A few candidates wrote sentences using the words instead of providing their synonyms.

It is therefore recommended that candidates strengthen their vocabulary and enhance their translation and
comprehension skills. Emphasis should be laid on vocabulary-building and regular practice with translation
exercises.
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