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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alon gside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assess ed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 2 of 20



9690/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level — Mark Scheme October/November 2025
PUBLISHED

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thre sholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning
Credit for good language or good content point
x Language or content not credited
If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given.
If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no benefit of the doubt’ is given.
Irrelevant
e Unclear
=]
Omission of required element
[SEEM] Used to show that blank pages have been seen
Highlighter Word or words lifted directly from the text (Questions 3 and 4)
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On-page Used to explain adjustment of quality of language mark (Questions 3 and 4)
comment
/ Word limit, do not credit content beyond this point (Question 5)
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Question 1

Responses which do not fit directly into the ‘footprint’ left by the original word are not allowed — i.e. no additions, no deletions.
Accept minor spelling errors in transcription.

1@ | Y 25 1
1b) | Ssorw 1
10) | a0t 1
)| 8oreso 1
1€) | ozt 1
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Question 2

The following are examples of the way in which the answers could be expressed. Answers should fit into the original text, retain the same
meaning and contain all the elements of the phrase to be re-worked.

AL DB,

2(e) 2205 STPO 0685 20008 PRCRF0, VOTPPD 0Tomd ot

2(a) BT°0 2G5 BTV & DD SGe0. 1
2(b) SO0 0655 WoBTPAS WOE o) Free el Seio. 1
2(C) | Rrok B8 BrEoNL HOD LEE ST 20§ 0BG DM, 1
2(d) | o820 65,8 Fren SGRIT ABBGCo 3B DIEOOBETTO. 1

1
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Question 3

Note: Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer unless further original explan ation is offered.

3(a) 20EE DGO P o BT ¢ WoBG0" @0l INE’, Tock DdTew 2
JPO300C.
A0 BTPw TrO8, f;?;)be?) &G0 T°08 SVlaly &0l BN STV D065 oBGo 1
€90£3°30.
& oSG0 Toth) BT DG HIVLEN, BB DG Brad 1
3DaDER.

3(b) | sore 20685 0BT SRR TR B 0T TG 4

FoBDES trer SO WD) Wdco

PATRE, 808 0T (WodB0 DI DIFALDETOW)

5008 P SIAN &oa@@s SoyeD

JFPE DG, 20D BFTYD) 0B By DEPHoes” Jrdoyen
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3(c) 08 OTR BT A0S VST IS Jer Firso B grapod. 3
2308 RO’ DAFHS(0 FEI'S oBo ROS® DEHBS. 1
Dy, &&65(6 OSFTRD SPV0S PN TP DL DT BT, 1
63:‘3&3’ OB30HSS DT LD c‘,wa “«o.bo{ozgw eoassaga. 1

3(d) | Frory B BBy ST BESS 0BT e A0 ST 3
DSB00L.
Any two of the following: 2

DEMSODY FATRE JoDBTW,

Dot DATISK,

TPE0) 00

DTOCE I°C0NeD

QP08 DIVD[RL 1O DD BTV T°0 B BTV BE YTV BY Verado

BIPD0A.

O30 BT SEBIT 0008 PAAIL 58 FPOR0 VLEOFAW 520, DB
FoRTOH DFTEIVE ) T ST 23DED
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3(e) ST°0 S5 WodGo GIVE), VT SAoSEEIS Do FOLISN? 3

Any three of the following:

DG BT T2 IR Dy ATFEED ko

2080 (00D 20808 DB VI SOA Gociero

DFOD Sorew &) TED DoA™ wiDyEdco

DG VDT IO DDoBME Do
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

Question 3 Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses,
prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Question 3: Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring O for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks avail able for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions
where a candidate scores 0

Reduce Quality of Language mark by:

2-3

4-5

6—7

8-14

15

only if 0 Content marks).

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
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Question 4

Note: Lifting = more than 4 consecutive words taken from the text and will usually invalidate answer unless further original explan ation is offered.

4(a)

BEDD c.’)?“zg"e)QS6 Dess D SUEETPL HY Jr608 HITED DIT LD BeVDOE.

3

Any three of the following:

03(589. BT D B HARO WBFOW.

Sﬁo:ob)efés Seeen

JoEAE ARG

e308HGore ardobw
[a)

4(b)

Fo3AE ©DIA AL, YAIFET 0 FraDC.

€90HT°0, Z)wzgrooeooc,é DYsL o°o° Dw5daw awéa wme‘i)‘l H000¢h
& ) ®

20TDLD 9I5F0

DGR WAADOB ) L33TVF 98 e D00 FowHioy.
X

ADYET® 6B DHTENS 8 TV (00D LRVPM BLVRE DBy

D DBF0 A0 BVOVT® D] DB W Fo
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4(c)

SBoPEED :)cgoéﬁ TP JNOIPL esgESor, fatbbe?) Dwzscé)w &D0 Trenrd
QEINOCRD DEOEYD DT F0 &0B, VD AES® Fra0d.

4

eb"wzgodwv o) H0grdd 29008 B ¢ko e LEURS)

FoBAED OG0 SOV B8 6570 HDOET O 9DVG0, 9 TSNS 930 S:go
99¢o

L), ER0BT° JENEOJ VDS F0 E:06€0 HY I D DI Vs dy Tedeso

(6D VosSehyorues” FPOY R TPer L) D &rdo £9A Gomrod
e390t3¢s0

4(d)

2000 2o Lrdd &l§TY o SR A0S TUOr DEBID
Aed?

SPTRVRVDY eSzgdo &0 ) EHRDE DD BaHdo

Qézgs DRIV, R0D0 £9A &ocitdo

agsmw ATEAT &ociédo

T BB DS D) o &0l egzngs.) SIrEe0
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

Question 4: Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses,
prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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Question 4: Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language

Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark.

The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers.

A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not
determine the Quality of Language mark.

Identify the answer(s) scoring O for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks avail able for each of
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:

Total Content marks available on questions
where a candidate scores 0

Reduce Quality of Language mark by:

2-3

4-5

6—7

8-14

15

only if 0 Content marks).

Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks
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Question 5
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response)
e Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line.
e If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely.

Insert the vertical wavy line after the 160th word to show the end of the response to be marked.

Content marks — Summary

Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive
copying from the text should be taken into account when awarding the language mark.

The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points):

5(a) Bocd 5"0‘73&) e2GPEOMT, ARVDSTOL X02I0D0DD PVETD) 90T VO3 10

T DB 080D eItV (080K G

FR0ETL 90T

o CS0DHBTRL DD B B2 BHoBD DSBS’ YID errorT
BT 6.

*  CIVDBG0 BELIMT 00 VAV 5E) FTFORL (EORS,

o DD B0 FAHT 00N DeroEHOR DT BYP FATRE HE S
5o BJco.

o T 58 PO DOBO B, DITS) WS BIVK TP,

o BEESTR (R :chéoegs D&Y S EDc0 JvHEs.

o DERgEoen 78 DR DEMDOD ) LIV B8 Y Aok
TFosHe0N.

o BO(AS BB SPTEVS &3 FTeL (BN Kree LovorT
BOROE DDy

e 38 Z)mzsgoe)é TIET® eISTOFTD e90¢30eIeNeS &%) a0
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5(a)

'aa.)bocs:w

LI RS ;0B DOgrR0 &) :agavoess H000) Hoeogren £dA

€50¢D8 CS0DS E[DEDBN.
o D) DD BBE DIV D) Dekoy
o DB BER0D ey DIV 0D
o LD o €I Gotrvd wIowitio 2EME0B.

o DITHhen Y E BT AN DA LY Bosrvd rdottio atxHF

08030 008 :mo:;l D00 RH(RESOT) A

RS ot ?m&a& 6565(50 B00000 €908 %‘5@53& O EN D

S‘%XJ& D Bo3rd.

o &8l 0dd QIR EITE 60) & FPoS BET) ow.

o 18 PBE JETYRL BB BRVFT OV O &ord.

¢ T QYD DS Fose a&%mw ATBEST &ord
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Content marks — Response to the Text
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners.

5(b)

BT°0 206 0SB0 HVD e S0 DT L) H. G A WoASOFT?

Very good
Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair and
imagination, a capacity to express a personal point of view.

Good

Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but work
still shows an ability to express a range of ideas, maintain
interest and respond to the issues raised.

Sound
A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on a single
issue, but there is still a response to ideas in the text.

Below average

Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May disregard the
element of response to the text, and write alargely unrelated
free-composition.

0-1

Poor
Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and pedestrian. No
element of personal response to the text. Repeated error.

5
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

Question 5: Quality of Language — Accuracy [5]

5 Very good
Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses,
prepositions, word order).

4 Good
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use
accurately more complex structures.

3 Sound

Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions.

2 Below average
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.

0-1 Poor
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error.
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