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Generic Marking Principles

All examiners must apply these general marking principles when marking candidate responses. Examiners must apply them alongside the specific 
content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme must also comply with these marking 
principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:

Marks must be awarded in line with:

	• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptions for the question
	• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptions for the question
	• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

	• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

	• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do
	• marks are not deducted for errors
	• marks are not deducted for omissions
	• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the question 

as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level descriptions.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may be 
limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade 
descriptions in mind.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
1(a) B 1
1(b) A 1
1(c) B 1
1(d) B 1
1(e) A 1
1(f) C 1
1(g) B 1
1(h) A 1

Question Answer Marks Guidance
2(a) (It is) tough 1
2(b) 1 (you) travel (see the world) 1

2 (you) go to / see big sporting events/occasions 1
2(c) (It is/can be) tiring 1
2(d) (a) perfect action picture(s) 1

2(e)(i) They compete (intensely) / (There is) (intense) competition 1
2(e)(ii) (They are) friendly / supportive 1

2(f) It’s easy (for them) to get in / to obtain an entrance ticket 1
2(g) (You should) be persistent 1
2(h) Very little 1
2(i) 1 It will sell year after year 1

2 It may make his/her reputation / make him/her famous 1
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
3(a) The Headteacher (phoned and) invited him 1 Reject ‘invited me’

3(b) 1 (It was) an important occasion 1 Reject on such an important occasion

2 Their/The parents were watching / were there / were present 1
3(c) The children were wearing their best clothes 1
3(d) enthusiastic / happy 1
3(e) 1 They sang with enthusiasm 1

2 They had their hands on their hearts 1
3 They had tears in their eyes 1

3(f) (By) playing too loudly 1
3(g) 1 Football tournaments 1

2 Swimming competitions 1
3(h) That they worked very hard / made great efforts (for their students) 1
3(i) 1 A small book 1

2 given out as a prize to the best student in each class 1
3(j) (They started) clapping (loudly) 1
3(k) She embraced him 1 Reject She embraced me

Question Answer Marks Guidance
4(a) I arrived 1
4(b) A beautiful song 1
4(c) I was amazed 1
4(d) All eyes turned towards me 1
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
5 Use the marking grids for Content and Knowledge and Understanding of 

Language to mark Question 5.

This question assesses AO2 Reading:
R1 demonstrate understanding of everyday material, informative texts and 
narrative texts  
R2 understand ideas, opinions and attitudes   
R4 understand and employ a range of apt vocabulary  

Example response in English with key points highlighted.

I would like to tell you about a writing competition in which you can 
participate. You have to write a short story in just five hundred words or less 
on a topic of your choice. Famous actors will read the best stories on 
television.

There are no rules about what kind of story you can write for this contest 
– it could be a detective story, horror story, comedy story or whatever you like. 
I will give you just one piece of advice: it is better not to have too many 
different characters because it could be difficult for people to understand the 
story. 

If you want to enter, please give your stories to me by Friday.

10
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Content

Award up to 5 marks for Content key points.

Marks Description

5 	• Candidates demonstrate very good understanding by communicating all information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly. 

4 	• Candidates demonstrate good understanding by communicating most information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly. 

3 	• Candidates demonstrate satisfactory understanding by communicating some information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly.

2 	• Candidates demonstrate basic understanding by communicating limited information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly. 

1 	• Candidates demonstrate limited understanding by communicating very little information, ideas, opinions and very few key points clearly. 

0 	• No rewardable material.
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Knowledge and Understanding of Language

In addition to the content marks, examiners will award up to 5 marks holistically, based on the whole passage written by the candidate, using the level of 
response descriptions below.

Marks Description

5 	• Demonstrates knowledge of complex grammatical structures in the target language through correct and precise translation.
	• Demonstrates wide and precise understanding of vocabulary in the target language through precise and accurate translation.

4 	• Demonstrates knowledge of standard grammatical structures in the target language through correct translation.
	• Demonstrates good understanding of vocabulary in the target language through accurate translation.

3 	• Demonstrates knowledge of unsophisticated and generally simple grammatical structures in the target language through mostly correct 
translation.

	• Demonstrates some understanding of vocabulary in the target language through mainly accurate translation.

2 	• Demonstrates knowledge of very simple grammatical structures in the target language through some correct translation.
	• Demonstrates understanding of a narrow range of vocabulary in the target language through some accurate translation.

1 	• Demonstrates limited knowledge of a few very simple grammatical structures in the target language through limited translation.
	• Demonstrates limited understanding of a narrow range of vocabulary in the target language through limited translation.

0 	• No rewardable material.


