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Generic Marking Principles

All examiners must apply these general marking principles when marking candidate responses. Examiners must apply them alongside the specific 
content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme must also comply with these marking 
principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:

Marks must be awarded in line with:

	• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptions for the question
	• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptions for the question
	• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:

Marks must be awarded positively:

	• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

	• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do
	• marks are not deducted for errors
	• marks are not deducted for omissions
	• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the question 

as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level descriptions.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may be 
limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade 
descriptions in mind.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
1(a) B 1
1(b) A 1
1(c) B 1
1(d) B 1
1(e) A 1
1(f) C 1
1(g) B 1
1(h) A 1

Question Answer Marks Guidance
2(a) 非常艰巨 1
2(b) 1 环游世界 1

2 参与大型体育赛事 1
2(c) 非常累人 1
2(d) 完美的动作照片 1

2(e)(i) 竞争非常激烈 1
2(e)(ii) 很友好/并会互相支持 1

2(f) 容易从主办方那里获得一张入场卷 1
2(g) 坚持不懈 1
2(h) 很少 1
2(i) 1 会持续销售很多年 1

2 赢得声誉 1
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
3(a) 校长(打电话)邀请他 1
3(b) 1 重要的场合 1

2 他们的父母正在观看/在场 1
3(c) 孩子们穿着自己最好的衣服 1
3(d) 开心/充满热情 1
3(e) 1 充满热情地唱着 1

2 甚至把手放在胸口 1
3 眼中含泪 1

3(f) 弹钢琴的声音太大 1
3(g) 1 足球锦标赛 1

2 游泳比赛 1
3(h) 他们（为了学生）辛勤工作/付出了巨大的努力 1
3(i) 1 一本小书 1

2 给每个孩子发放一份奖品 1
3(j) 鼓掌 1
3(k) 拥抱了他 1

Question Answer Marks Guidance
4(a) 来到 1
4(b) 优美 1
4(c) 惊叹 1
4(d) 所有的目光都转向了我 1
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
5 Use the marking grids for Content and Knowledge and Understanding of 

Language to mark Question 5.

This question assesses AO2 Reading:
R1 demonstrate understanding of everyday material, informative texts and 
narrative texts  
R2 understand ideas, opinions and attitudes   
R4 understand and employ a range of apt vocabulary  

Example response in English with key points highlighted.

I would like to tell you about a writing competition in which you can 
participate. You have to write a short story in just five hundred words or less 
on a topic of your choice. Famous actors will read the best stories on 
television.

There are no rules about what kind of story you can write for this contest 
– it could be a detective story, horror story, comedy story or whatever you like. 
I will give you just one piece of advice: it is better not to have too many 
different characters because it could be difficult for people to understand the 
story. 

If you want to enter, please give your stories to me by Friday.

10
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Content

Award up to 5 marks for Content key points.

Marks Description

5 	• Candidates demonstrate very good understanding by communicating all information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly. 

4 	• Candidates demonstrate good understanding by communicating most information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly. 

3 	• Candidates demonstrate satisfactory understanding by communicating some information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly.

2 	• Candidates demonstrate basic understanding by communicating limited information, ideas, opinions and key points clearly. 

1 	• Candidates demonstrate limited understanding by communicating very little information, ideas, opinions and very few key points clearly. 

0 	• No rewardable material.
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Knowledge and Understanding of Language

In addition to the content marks, examiners will award up to 5 marks holistically, based on the whole passage written by the candidate, using the level of 
response descriptions below.

Marks Description

5 	• Demonstrates knowledge of complex grammatical structures in the target language through correct and precise translation.
	• Demonstrates wide and precise understanding of vocabulary in the target language through precise and accurate translation.

4 	• Demonstrates knowledge of standard grammatical structures in the target language through correct translation.
	• Demonstrates good understanding of vocabulary in the target language through accurate translation.

3 	• Demonstrates knowledge of unsophisticated and generally simple grammatical structures in the target language through mostly correct 
translation.

	• Demonstrates some understanding of vocabulary in the target language through mainly accurate translation.

2 	• Demonstrates knowledge of very simple grammatical structures in the target language through some correct translation.
	• Demonstrates understanding of a narrow range of vocabulary in the target language through some accurate translation.

1 	• Demonstrates limited knowledge of a few very simple grammatical structures in the target language through limited translation.
	• Demonstrates limited understanding of a narrow range of vocabulary in the target language through limited translation.

0 	• No rewardable material.


