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Why choose Cambridge?

We work with schools worldwide to build an education that shapes knowledge, understanding and skills.
Together, we give learners the confidence they need to thrive and make a positive impact in a changing world.

As part of the University of Cambridge, we offer a globally trusted and flexible framework for education from
age 3 to 19, informed by research, experience, and listening to educators.

With recognised qualifications, high-quality resources, comprehensive support and valuable insights, we help
schools prepare every student for the opportunities and challenges ahead.

Qualifications that are recognised and valued worldwide

From the world’s top-ranked universities to local higher education institutions, Cambridge qualifications open
doors to a world of opportunities.

Setting a global standard

With over 160 years of experience in delivering fair, valid and reliable assessments to students worldwide, we
offer a global, recognised performance standard for international education.

Your path, your way

Schools can adapt our curriculum, high-quality teaching and learning resources and flexible assessments to
their local context. Our aligned offer helps Cambridge schools support every learner to reach their potential
and thrive.

Learning with lasting impact

Cambridge learners build subject knowledge and conceptual understanding, and develop a broad range of
skills, learning habits and attributes to help make them ready for the world.

Improving learning outcomes through data-led insight and action

Our trusted baseline and diagnostic assessments, together with our insights and evaluation service,
help schools turn data into knowledge and actionable insights, to inform teaching decisions and improve
learner outcomes.

Bringing together a community of experts

We bring together the collective knowledge of experts and our diverse community of educators worldwide,
supporting them to learn from one another and share ideas and information.

Tackling the climate crisis together

We believe that education is key to tackling the climate crisis. Together with Cambridge schools, we can
empower young people with the skills and knowledge to take action on climate change, helping them be ready
for the world.

School feedback: ‘We think the Cambridge curriculum is superb preparation for university.’

Feedback from: Christoph Guttentag, Dean of Undergraduate Admissions, Duke University, USA

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment September 2025
Cambridge International Education is the name of our awarding body and a part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, which is a
department of the University of Cambridge.

Cambridge University Press & Assessment retains the copyright on all its publications. Registered centres are permitted to copy
material from this booklet for their own internal use. However, we cannot give permission to centres to photocopy any material that is
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within a centre.
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Cambridge O Level Sanskrit 3216 syllabus (for centres in Mauritius) for 2028.

1 Why choose this syllabus?

Key benefits

Cambridge O Level is typically for 14 to 16 year olds and is an
internationally recognised qualification. It has been designed
especially for an international market and is sensitive to the
needs of different countries. Cambridge O Level is designed for
learners whose first language may not be English, and this is
acknowledged throughout the examination process.

Cambridge

Our programmes promote a thorough knowledge and learner
understanding of a subject and help to develop the skills
learners need for their next steps in education or employment.

Cambridge O Level Language and Literature qualifications are
accepted by universities and employers as proof of knowledge
and understanding of a language. Successful candidates gain
lifelong skills including:

o the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in writing
o the ability to use a wide range of vocabulary, and correct grammar, spelling and punctuation
e apersonal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Candidates are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness
of the ways in which the language can be used. Cambridge O Level Language qualifications also develop
more general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order facts and
present opinions effectively.

School feedback: ‘Cambridge O Level has helped me develop thinking and analytical skills
which will go a long way in helping me with advanced studies.’

Feedback from: Kamal Khan Virk, former student at Beaconhouse Garden Town Secondary School, Pakistan, who
went on to study Actuarial Science at the London School of Economics
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Cambridge O Level Sanskrit 3216 syllabus (for centres in Mauritius) for 2028.
Why choose this syllabus?

Quialifications that are recognised and valued worldwide

Cambridge qualifications prepare and equip learners with the skills they need to thrive at university and beyond.
The world’s best higher education institutions recognise our qualifications and value the critical thinking skills,
independent research abilities and deep subject knowledge that Cambridge learners bring.

We continually work with universities and colleges in every part of the world to ensure that they understand
and accept our qualifications. Cambridge O Level provides a springboard to the Cambridge Advanced stage,
as well as other post-16 routes. The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge O Level gives learners
a solid foundation for further study. Candidates who achieve grades A* to C are well prepared to follow a wide
range of courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level.

Many universities require a combination of Cambridge International AS & A Levels and Cambridge O Levels or
equivalent to meet their entry requirements.

Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition
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Cambridge O Level Sanskrit 3216 syllabus (for centres in Mauritius) for 2028.
Why choose this syllabus?

Supporting teachers

Support materials

We believe education works best when teaching and learning are closely aligned to the curriculum, resources
and assessment. Our high-quality teaching support helps to maximise teaching time and enables teachers to
engage learners of all backgrounds and abilities.

Training

We offer a range of support activities for teachers to ensure they have the relevant knowledge and skills to
deliver our qualifications.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/olevel
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2 Syllabus overview

Aims

The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus.

Following a course based on this syllabus will:

e enable candidates to develop accurate written language.

e encourage candidates to read and understand the prescribed religious and literary works in Sanskrit.
e enable candidates to appreciate and understand important issues in the prescribed texts.

e develop in candidates, at an appropriate level, a competence in the language.

e enable candidates to understand what they read and respond appropriately.

We are an education organisation and politically neutral. The contents of this syllabus, @
examination papers and associated materials do not endorse any political view. We endeavour to treat all
aspects of the exam process neutrally.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/olevel 7



Cambridge O Level Sanskrit 3216 syllabus (for centres in Mauritius) for 2028.
Syllabus overview

Assessment overview

All candidates take two components. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to E.

Paper 1 Translation and Set texts (2 hours)

Question 1 - 25 marks
Translation from a prescribed text from Sanskrit into English.

Question 2 - 20 marks
Transliteration of an unseen passage.

Question 3 - 15 marks
Comprehension questions on an unseen passage in Sanskrit.

Question 4 - 40 marks
Comprehension questions on adapted extracts from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.

Total marks: 100
Weighting: 50% of total marks

Paper 2 Translation of Set texts and Panini Grammar (2 hours)

Question 1 - 20 marks
Translation of an unseen piece of prose from Sanskrit into English.

Question 2 - 20 marks
Translation of verses from the Bhagavad Gita into English.

Question 3 - 20 marks
Comprehension questions on Hitopadesa set texts.

Question 4 - 40 marks
Questions on Mahesvara sutras and Uccarana sutras and Panini Grammar.

Total marks: 100
Weighting: 50% of total marks

Information on availability is in the Before you start section.
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Syllabus overview

Assessment objectives

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1 comprehend, appreciate and translate stanzas and adapted/glossed passages from the prescribed
texts.

AO2 transliterate and translate from Sanskrit into English both seen and unseen passages and respond to
comprehension questions on the above.

AO3 demonstrate an understanding and application of the basic rules of formal grammar.

A description of each assessment objective is as follows:
AO1 comprehend, appreciate and translate stanzas and adapted/glossed passages from the prescribed texts
Students should be able to:

Locate and abstract information.

Translate phrases or whole passages into English.

Demonstrate an understanding of the grammar.

Speak of the context in which a passage is found for prepared texts.
Use the standard Devanagari and transliterated Sanskrit scripts.

AO2 transliterate and translate from Sanskrit into English both seen and unseen passages and respond to
comprehension questions on the above.
Students should be able to:
Transliterate and translate by demonstrating an understanding of the seen and unseen passages.
Decline words.
Conjugate verbs.
Make proper use of cases.
Use svara sandhi.
List the Mahes'vara satra.
Explain the Uccaran-a sutras.

AO3 Demonstrate an understanding and application of the basic rules of formal grammar.
For detailed requirements, see Paper 2, Question 4 below.
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3 Description of papers

The question papers will be set in Sanskrit and English as appropriate.

Paper 1

Question 1 (25 marks)

Translation of a seen passage (Ramayana or Mahabharata) from Sanskrit into English.

Candidates will be required to translate approximately six sentences (with a maximum of 25 units) from either
the Ramayana or the Mahabharata. Details of the prescribed texts are set out on page 12.

Question 2 (20 marks)

Transliteration of an unseen passage.
Candidates will be required to transliterate six-eight adapted sentences (with 20 units).

Question 3 (15 marks)

Reading Comprehension questions on an unseen passage in Sanskrit.
Candidates will answer three comprehension questions. The questions will be set in Sanskrit.

Question 4 (40 marks)

Comprehension questions will be set on two adapted extracts from the Ramayana or the Mahabharata.

Five questions will be set under each extract and will carry four marks each. Details of the prescribed texts are
set out on page 12.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/olevel 10
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Description of papers

Paper 2
Question 1 (20 marks)

Translation of an unseen piece of prose from Sanskrit into English.

Candidates will be required to translate six lines of adapted Sanskrit prose. Words which are unlikely to be
known will be glossed.

Question 2 (20 marks)

Translation of verses from the Bhagavad Gita into English.
Candidates will be required to translate four verses. Details of the prescribed texts are set out on page 12.

Question 3 (20 marks)

Comprehension questions on Hitopadesa set texts.
Candidates will answer five questions on passages from the selected stories of the Hitopadesa. Details of the
prescribed texts are set out on page 12.

Question 4 (40 marks)

Questions on Mahesvara sutras and Uccarana sutras and Panini Grammar.
Candidates will answer questions on formal grammar.

(@) Declensions (9 marks)
Candidates will be required to decline:
‘asmad, yusmad’ in all 3 numbers
‘tat’ in all 3 genders and all 3 numbers
‘balaka, muni” in all 3 numbers
‘balika, mati” in all 3 numbers
‘phala’ in all 3 numbers

(b) Conjugation in 3 numbers and 3 persons. (6 marks)
Candidates will be required to conjugate:
Lat, Lrt, Lan
bhu, gam, as, drs, kr, pib, gay, vad, khel.

(c) The principal uses of cases. (5 marks)
Candidates may use English to explain the grammatical rules.

(d) Svara Sandhi (6 marks)
Candidates will be required to define the rules by giving examples.

(e) Mahesvara and Uccarana sutras (15 marks)

Candidates will be required to:
Write the sUtras to which particular letters belong
Explain the Uccarana sutras
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Description of papers

Prescribed texts

Ramayana

For Paper 1, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

e Lesson Dagdaratha is cursed 18 sentences
e Lesson?2 Dadaratha’s sons 12 sentences
e lesson3 Mithila 13 sentences
e lesson4  Siva’'s bow 15 sentences
e lessonb Rama returns to Ayodhya 12 sentences
Mahabharata

For Paper 1, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

e Lesson 1 Who will be king? 11 sentences
e Lesson?2 The Pandavas’ house is burned down 10 sentences
e Lesson3 Kicaka fails to woo Draupadr 10 sentences
e |esson4 Abhimanyu’s Battle Plan 10 sentences
e Lessonb Duryodhana is slain 10 sentences

Bhagavad Gita

Recommended edition: Bhagavad Gita Bhasya, of Sri Sankaracarya with text and English translation by
Dr A G Krishna Warrier (1983) Sri Ramakrishna Math, Madras 600004, India.

For Paper 2, candidates will study the following verses:
2.7,2.9,2.10, 211, 213, 214, 215, 2.20, 2.38, 2.45, 2.47, 3.9, 4.8, 6.19, 6.35, 7.4, 7.5, 9.27, 12.13, and 18.73

Hitopadesa

‘A Sanskrit Reader’ by C R Lanman, published by Motilal Banarsidass Private Ltd., New Delhi, 1996 (later
editions are available).

For Paper 2, candidates will study the following three prose selections:

Line Reference Prose Page
7 to 11 The crows and the serpent (vayasyaha ... nipatitah) 32
9to 17 (vayasi brate ... nipatitah) 33
12t0 23 The lion, the rabbit and the well (asti mandaranamni ... sasako 'bravit) 32
1t08 (naham aparaddhah ... tasyetyadi) 33
9to 21 The sage and the mouse (asti gautamaranye ... bravimi) 40
1and 2 (nicah ... gato yatha) 4

Candidates will be required to study all the above passages.
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4 Appendix

MAHABHARATA SELECTION

Lesson 1: Who will be king?

1 TafeEERE: AT ga: mEd)

2 HE: qq: = ?ﬂ'@ﬁll

3 W Afu=d PUH FUH JOH S B
4 W HEPIHE AEH I SOHT

5 T i BT A |

6 W | = AW

T HUH ggr g e A =)

8 O T 9T AR AR |

S W gA: Yadg: AW

0 geT FETGeT HUH AT 6l T HEH TUg 3 |

T TR T 99 g qE |
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Cambridge O Level Sanskrit 3216 syllabus (for centres in Mauritius) for 2028.
Appendix

Lesson 2: The Pandavas’ house is burned down

1 B JUSERT: GadH TEH ARRI |
2 O TEH JIUW: UH JUsdH aUEOHH: 3fd aiEaH

oaT: e |

s O FdT e YW faav: amwed: F:a: |

4 UHRIT HEAT F=dl IHT: ARUT |
5 UH AN U TE IHaH AW |
6 9% Uldl NI YAt T WH Apd |

7 IPUR BT TEH e |
8 Tl UUZAT: T Tqavy I9H WiEsH |
O TR Fwil TOZAT T I TE |

qUEgdar: ST B |l
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Appendix

Lesson 3: Kicaka fails to woo Draupadi

1

2

10

quUSar: UEr o 51 faesl TWEH TS5 |

T Td HHAFEN HU faem TEhEm 0 Fdad-d:
SIOET T BfFHT 2 |

e faveny sfoy: O #Ed: )

Freh: FOA AN |

A T ¥T 3fa FeE: SUEH 36 |

AT SI9ET & e AehHH Mo W (Ao
fd O Iwddr|

ST WIHH, rdmEad. T T4H e T

T H: ACPFHH AMSH NTEA PP Ha
AFST T

o ggH AHTd HI: hRF 8] A-REd 1l
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Appendix

Lesson 4: Abhimanyu’s Battle Plan

[ [ = =
1 FHEA R gg PEa: 0T ThedeH AR |

2 P VT ThodeH A BT UmSAT AdE |

3 dFAd TT FS J AT FUET Bk YgH IR |

4 P YA ANET: T IHAW JRH T ThodaH A B |
5 AWEG: TehodeH W |

6 % AU AT UNST: J THodeH UGN |
7 FEa: HEAT AWHGAT T UgH AHd |

s dN: AWHY: TeA FNA IR |
o  Id T AWHEIT: T Y |
10 H: 5% Hd: hEd: &l
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Appendix

Lesson 5: Duryodhana is slain

1 USRS AT MRGET A SUTIEH 3Hhddl A9’

ANT=E i
2 UAT  FUTIT: MRIHH AWTSBA a8l F% AEA |
3 mgﬁwm?ml
4 YgRT A FUTI: HH Hd FTSRUH gIEord |

-y

5 I UUSd: AT HEd: |

6 FUMIT: HIHT HE YgH Fd |

7 W U F% TEUl Aded |

g QUMIT: WHI A9ad WHH Aded o @ur AdH: Fd: |
o  HeH U WIHH TEUE i)

10 P U HIHA &
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Appendix

Adapted stories from the Ramayana

Lesson 1: Dasaratha is cursed

15115 W 1* ERR 0. I 1 £
T Add difHE: YAT: JE oefEd |

N

w

T TWH q AT B TR FAE
¢ TFET T TAH ATEA |
5 QAR 9« |G W U 3EHd |

6 WY {HI: W YT ASM WS |

7 N FJHH JEH AN |
s el NG TR JONH FeH 3d ARFEq g9
O W WH ARMQ | "l W qoeH WO T

oqUeyd |

=

10 AT FAH qGHH O J0q W A W[ dq&T

AHAd |

=

11 W IR FERH AWREG |

2 99 YA AT TA: Bd W Eed |

13 FIOE FAAEH: Add BUT I |

oW T A
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Appendix

Lesson 1: Dasaratha is cursed (continued)

5 % TE | 99 Epa FEH THgEH AHETH |
6 QAUT {ar T SATEse |
17 maﬁmgﬁ‘wwmgﬁl

8 Jq: bl GIEd: TWEH I W= |
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Appendix

Lesson 2: Dasaratha’s sons

1 WA A HUGT A 99 0T |

2 W o Yrsa: |

s Thq ®EA 9H YUH I |

4 JUTHHH HEW: JF @ @Hd |
; GfeeE TR TR

6 T TA: T AW BT |

7 dd R\ WE W YT OSH I |
5 I FOH JAT: IJIHAT |

:

TH: T TEAU: T WA T IFA: T B GAOTH
A |
1 AT YA TS I IOn AS: aEd |

2 T T T ARG R
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Appendix

Lesson 3: Mithila

1 Ual WY O ST Sl dar {9 He I
WOUH W& |
2 dF 994 TEd: O FaHEE AFHY |

3 T HAer OMH AR U AFad T |

4  qEAM O BS Tod: TEET O FEE AGrI
5 TER: AW TEU AEEG A

6 T UL ANEQ Tad: dF dF FuRRT WA e
WTBA T |
7 U UA TEEM AURYAH T GEHOR T O A

UMIcUdH |

-

8 Ual W FumeAr gan fNfan 91 AW T T AU
ARG o JEq |

° AW O AAE UOST: JE: TR A TH A |

10 SRR A Hedl Fr HAar T |

1 HIEH AEOTH Fer | OSfa e ST

2 Hodr O f[Eary ®ee 2fd Ao J@9 qun |

3 qa: Ao 9fd TR |
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Appendix

Lesson 4: Siva’s bow

LR > (<1 B 1= R =1 | = WY1t .05 1< MRS = RS 2 | = IR B £ 0o o
2 A FS ged: TAE: HIAEn EUEdY NS |

3 FE: TS UAH JEeq T |

4 W oH: AU AT BEE T qUE Heddd @ " s
gftumfa sfa |

5 U AR |

6  FEl Uad FHHT FHHUT HT IqAT 90T AF U9 9l
Hafa sfa |

7 TEAE d FEE T OAAEA Oq IR AW FdE T S|

8 U Hd o |

9 T F I TAT AHT FHOT HHT: FHA |

10 Fdd: AT TH: q&5F: AT TH AUH IUETE |

1 TAM: GH AI YEHA ST
12 FE UM 9% qEOMH FHOT gudd BT
13 W T T AT FEeq |

14 Thg Uy 9FH 2T EOAT IR HEE T

15 A FFT g FAF: HOT T ATUAOH
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Appendix

Lesson 5: Rama returns to Ayodhya

1 UEl FERH T T SSF YAUT qET |

Org 3fa T 1

AR JAT FT GO SEHOA |

qd: THUT FEHUE T HEGH FEHUT |

S e e - | 11 2l o ) e

5 dd 9 HEH IdHd dH |

N

w

6 WA TEAT SR AHEH FT qiiEaH AT |

7T T W W UoH T TEH TR FHH A
8 Il 9g: A |

9 IEH T YT IHA HAT |

10 FIH FOT TMHGd O T a9 HEEd |

1 AR IREE W 99 R B o AR

12 qar I AMTET AT ST 26Ed
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Appendix

Selected verses from the Bhagavad Gita

AT A -

FPUENIed@HT: JBIH & JHEHGIA: |

T WiHRed gt O ReeasE Wit \@t @t o= n2eell

T I -
TIHET TN B W |
T O 3fq TifEeHSr gl 5T T 1RSI

THA B JeHf~d HEd |
T fage<afid a=: 19.201

AT WEEEE |

INHFENTEE ISTEERT HEH |

AT AAEFT 9UEdr: 125201

SRS 3% HE W ST
TN TGS T i 12.230

AR Fiwd SAoEEg et |
AT S Harifeafdes HEa 1221

T @ 9 oIuadd 999 J5EH |
HAGEHE J8 HISHAA™ Fead 1122411

T AU TogOd 97w YArsHEgar 91 9 Jm |
I e IRadisy Qo T FUd SOHE WY 12,200
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Appendix

Selected verses from the Bhagavad Gita (continued)

qEeW U FAT SHGHT FOEET |
T TE T W9 IOHETE 112,32

OIEUET 97 FeruEr Wag- |

9
[ amN =

Mggl FMumae FoneEm Aaa= 128411

FHOUETTIREET AT FST FeE |
AT FHFGEIHHT o HETSTERHIT 112,99

TSTHICRHOTSTS SIERST FHIRI: |
@Y FH BT THOg: THEET 1351

A AT I 7 Fae |
JHEEOATE AT T 34T 115,21

T 3T Al IFd HOAT War

T O gogtdl ORTHHE:  1B.381

JHTERER |
I HEdE! Al gEUE ToH |
PO § B @RI T IR 11E.3¢0

HiEaisHeT 9y €@ B4l 9fgia o |
PN AW H =T gFfasdar ne.xil
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Appendix

Selected verses from the Bhagavad Gita (continued)

FWIHEGTT TP g 7 W |
FAEAaT FEERET TUE CdEd S el

T JeIH Tgfel™ &y Oq |
TAUE BT dpeE HEUoE 118,20l

AGET HAAFT HA: FIOT BT o |
A e TEeEEE: ZET 132430

EEREEEIEY
TET AE: HAedT adHEFAISHT |
Torsior Taa<ee: FY 99 a9 13T.9e30|
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Appendix

Adapted stories from the Hitopadesa

Story 1: The crows and the serpent

TR | FAAE Fo5ddl FOHUO Hd HAEUeg JH e |
TUET g | FAGHAT F"emr | O |

T fHEl oM I a0
IUEAT FT | Fd HAT | Fdoddal gie | TEEsTed | g
AH I T HAGHNT & Mid | gy
TEFRAANT FpTd ToAT JAFMEEPCy | | 7T
FAPATENOGGT  TEOeT:  Fled FwHor FomEdi geed
OEHTEST | AT FeT ™ TG TS qoE
TEIEaH | TIBd I | AASE T

IORE & dcpdiE 9 WEeE: |

FFAT FAPHAO FOEGT Fifaa:
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Appendix

Story 2: The lion, rabbit and well

AT AT 9dd FEr 9 08 | | T Hher SEr
Td fagdm vama | o @ WEeE Far 7 EE

IRE i - BN £ 22 MR 15 E 72> I I 2t G R G A T )
JOEHTH THIG | A | Tdaehd Wear afg
Vag | dd: BT YedeE ISEuEedd WEaT | AT
FT Fpmid ggae aHT YT | dd: Jiskeaad |

| g R SRR |7
TH<E HACHWEIH | dd: [HEsfo grar qied: wamaasr |
Flkd FFIETaS | IREISTEI) ARATIg: | ufr
FEFOr Il SRETHAT 9 Fdl @M
FaeugranEaston i g@uAe | J@d TEr /T S |
FAET AT fagfa | ad: SuEE TR TRINEIHET I
FANTE IO EHGHT i g Jiaae SRiaa |
TASHT  SUTHTREITTeH Ay uged T Aadiss a9 |
o Jgds e |
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Appendix

Story 3: The sage and the mouse

AT MAANTT FEq@ar A G EmEEa . giiwa:
FIFIEREYE! §2:| ddl eaT of Jar Aansor: |
Hatda:| @ o Giud WiegAgIEt-aser JH g
TEARTIERE G g ot e w7 7 e
TAFAGAIT | TASH FART: Fel:| FARET SATAHEGUH |
T H g Fl:| AT TIAT T FOFHEET IS
A AT A TART S oY g7 deal AN JiEET
JURIST ogdl || Vegdl | odrd:  Hoauls )
gEe- HHEAT Aldded qafee AR EREIUEHSdP T
o) Bfd FHERT B = WHa adr geEar
i Stear i Waegwt JfoE U9 g AdisE
EENE

ISR o> e ool o> MR || 22 & MR e E2 S5 G
AUFT Agar I JT T=g Tar T=9w |

Faculty feedback: ‘Understanding how and why our climate is changing and providing the
knowledge and skills to explore the challenges plays a key role in every student’s education.’

Feedback from: Dr Amy Munro-Faure, Head of Education and Student Engagement of Cambridge Zero
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5 What else you need to know

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support.

Before you start

Previous study

We recommend that learners starting this course should previously have been introduced to the basics of
Sanskrit language including the reading and writing of the Devanagari script and be able to understand simple
Sanskrit sentences.

Guided learning hours

We design Cambridge O Level syllabuses to require about 130 guided learning hours for each subject. This is
for guidance only. The number of hours a learner needs to achieve the qualification may vary according to each
school and the learners’ previous experience of the subject.

Availability and timetables

You can enter candidates in the November exam series.
Check you are using the syllabus for the year the candidate is taking the exam.

Private candidates can enter for this syllabus. For more information, please refer to the Cambridge Guide to
Making Entries.

Combining with other syllabuses

Candidates can take this syllabus alongside other Cambridge International syllabuses in a single exam series.
The only exceptions are:

e syllabuses with the same title at the same level.

Cambridge O Level, Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) syllabuses are at the same level.

Making entries

Exam administration

To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as
administrative zones. We allocate all Cambridge schools to an administrative zone determined by their location.
Each zone has a specific timetable.

Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment options. An entry option code is used to identify
the components the candidate will take relevant to the administrative zone and the available assessment
options. Please refer to the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries for the relevant series for the correct entry
option code.
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Retakes

Candidates can retake the whole qualification as many times as they want to.

Learn more about retake entries, including definitions and information on entry deadlines, at
www.cambridgeinternational.org/retakes

To confirm what entry options are available for this syllabus, refer to the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries
for the relevant series. Regulations for carrying forward component marks can be found in the Cambridge
Handbook for the relevant year of assessment at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Language

This syllabus and the related assessment materials are available in English only.

Accessibility and equality

Syllabus and assessment design

At Cambridge we recognise that our candidates have highly diverse socio-economic, cultural and linguistic
backgrounds, and may also have a variety of protected characteristics. Protected characteristics include special
educational needs and disability (SEND), religion and belief, and characteristics related to gender and identity.

We follow accessible design principles to make our syllabuses and assessment materials as accessible and
inclusive as possible. We review language accessibility, visual resources, question layout and the contexts
used in guestions. Using this approach means that we give all candidates the fairest possible opportunity to
demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding.

Access arrangements

Our design principles aim to make sure our assessment materials are accessible for all candidates. To further
minimise barriers faced by candidates with SEND, illness or injury, we offer a range of access arrangements
and modified papers. This is the principal way in which we comply with our duty to make ‘reasonable
adjustments’, as guided by the UK Equality Act 2010.

Requested access arrangements should be based on evidence of the candidate’s barrier to taking an
assessment and should also reflect their normal way of working. For Cambridge to approve an access
arrangement, we need to agree that it constitutes a reasonable adjustment and does not affect the
security or integrity of the assessment. This is explained in section 1.3 of the Cambridge Handbook
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Applying for access arrangements
e Details of our standard access arrangements and modified question papers are available in section 1.3 of
the Cambridge Handbook www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

e Centres are expected to check the availability of access arrangements and modified question papers at
the start of the course. Check the Cambridge Handbook, the assessment objectives listed in the syllabus
document and, where applicable, any access arrangement restrictions listed in the syllabus document.

e Contact us at the start of the course to find out if we can approve an access arrangement that is not listed
in the Cambridge Handbook.

e All applications should be made by the deadlines published in the Cambridge Handbook.
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Some access arrangements are not allowed in this syllabus because they affect the assessment objectives:

e candidates must not use voice-activated software to dictate their written work

e candidates must not use word processing technology which uses word prediction and/or phrase
prompting including spell check and grammar check

e candidates must not use a human reader.

Please note that we cannot provide braille papers for this syllabus. We can only provide braille papers for
languages which use the Roman alphabet.

After the exam

Grading and reporting
Grades A", A, B, C, D or E indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge O Level.

A*is the highest and E is the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the
standard required for grade E. ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate.

In specific circumstances your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

e Q(PENDING)

e X (NO RESULT).
These letters do not appear on the certificate.

On the statement of results, Cambridge O Level is shown as GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
ORDINARY LEVEL.

On certificates, Cambridge O Level is shown as General Certificate of Education.

How students and teachers can use the grades
Assessment at Cambridge O Level has two purposes:

1 to measure learning and achievement

The assessment confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and
skills specified in the syllabus.

2 to show likely future success

The outcomes help predict which students are well prepared for or likely to be successful in a particular
course or career.

The outcomes help students choose the most suitable course or career.
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Changes to this syllabus for 2028

The syllabus has been updated. This is version 1, published September 2025.

You must read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching programme. We review our
syllabuses regularly to make sure they continue to meet the needs of our schools. In updating this syllabus, we
have made it easier for teachers and students to understand, keeping the familiar features that teachers and
schools value.

There are no significant changes which affect teaching.

Syllabuses and specimen materials represent the final authority on the content and structure of all of our
assessments.

Quality management @

We are committed to providing exceptional quality. In line with this commitment, our quality management
system for the provision of international education programmes and qualifications

for students aged 5 to 19 is independently certified as meeting the internationally recognised standard,
ISO 9001:2015. Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/our-standards/
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