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MODERN STANDARD CHINESE
(MAURITIUS)

Paper 3252/01
Composition

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates need to:

ensure that they answer one guestion from Section A and one question from Section B

adhere to the word limits specified

ensure that their work is legible, accurate and logically presented

show an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing and sentence structure

demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and Spelling
understand and be able to employ a range of appropriate vocabulary

be able to present facts, ideas and opinions in an organised way

ensure that they present their response in the form stipulated in the question (e.g., letter, dialogue, etc.)
plan their use of time for each question and allow time for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

In general, candidates performed well on this paper.

In Section A, topic 1(a) was the most popular question. The vast majority of candidates chose 1(a) and, 1(c)
was the second most popular question. Only a small number of candidates chose 1(c). There was no
candidates who chose 1(b). Performance on this section was very good on the whole.

In Section B, Question 2(d) was the most popular choice with candidates.

It was encouraging to note that stronger candidates made very few spelling and grammatical errors. Weaker
candidates generally struggled to construct sentences accurately and made frequent spelling and
grammatical mistakes.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following Chinese characters, which were often
written in an incorrect form (The wrong spelling is given on the right):

& . ‘
i 0, A e 2B op e B SE
St a: Witz g T8 o faﬁaffﬁ RS Y S
iR B i —0 O Sk KA. REL TR B

= B =R B Wk R B Bl GBI AT
BERM: BERH  HOuHIgE:. BOEMIE AMLAR. LU
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Sentences which were wrongly written (grammatical mistakes):

(1) AARFARBE R,

(2) &2 f EEEE R ABALABIRL,
(3)  RFAedbty I AT R E LA 15

(4)  BARF KRN, BITAF T EmW 9 RIR,
(5)  FIAN&, HRMBEEE,

(6)  HRAREA FRAGIHIEZS AL FRE,
(7)  #FHFRAK, IFHRF LI,

(8) #MFRARIFRE—H.

(9) EEOTI R, KK,

(10) BmANoRERAR LS,

(1) BALRMF, KKIF L,

There were also some very good sentences, such as:

(1) HARETERLEZRERADI K2,

(2) BAFHBRTFREEA, PTARMaA PR, | LA ELE.
(3) REFHFRIXTIRSHNA, RIRMAN—LHT —HITH,
(4) #HFEREITRAE, FHELERE,

(5) EBFEAFPRETRFNERS S TH.

(6) RABERKITHELELT,

(7) M F—F, #4742 24858 %

(8) M TART ZADE A KRB KG9 5RAT 58

(9) EELHTMRTHEAIRTHEARSTEGRD,

(10)  &RRIFF S8 H LR H RO F A

(1) FREZA-AKREY, FLEFAENTAEERS LEHEH,

Comments on specific questions

Section A — Letter, Report or Speech, Dialogue

Candidates were required to write a response of appropriately 120 words in Chinese on one of three given
topics.

A range of performance was seen on Question 1(a), which asked candidates to write a letter on the topic
‘Your name is Li Ting and you live in Mauritius. Write a letter to a friend, who lives in Beijing, telling him/her
about the new school where you have enrolled recently.’ This question was the most popular and there were
some well-written essays.

In Question 1(b), candidates had to write a report on the topic ‘A well-known author visited your school to
talk about his new book and the importance of reading. Write a report for your school magazine about the
event.” This was not a popular topic.

Question 1(c) asked candidates to write a dialogue on the topic ‘You returned home late from school. Your
mother wants to know why you were late. Write a dialogue between you and your mother.’ This question was
also popular. Some fluent essays were seen here.

Section B — Essay

Candidates were asked to write an essay of approximately 200 words in Chinese from a choice of four given
topics.

Again, a range of perfformances was seen. Question 2(a) required candidates to describe the scene and
atmosphere at a wedding ceremony. This was the popular question in this section. Candidates wrote about
their own experiences of the wedding ceremony. Some candidates were able to create very good
descriptions. There were some fluent essays.
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In Question 2(b), candidates had to give their opinion on ‘Life without smart phones is impossible.’ This was
not a very popular option.

Question 2(c) required candidates to narrate “You are alone at night in your house, when suddenly, there is
aloud knock at the door’ and what happened next. This was also nota very popular option in this section.

In Question 2(d), candidates had to narrate what happened next based on the topic ‘You were on holiday
with your family. Your father realised that one of the suitcases was missing after you arrived at the hotel.’
This question was the most popular question in this section. The strongest responses were characterised by

fluency and varied sentence structures.
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MODERN STANDARD CHINESE
(MAURITIUS)

Paper 3252/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages

Candidates generally responded well to this paper, with the majority of candidates demonstrating a good
understanding of the passages and sound skills in translating and expressing themselves in Chinese.

Candidates are reminded that it is important to:

read the translation passages carefully before beginning to translate

show that they can understand and adequately convey information

be able to recognise implicit meaning and attitude

select and evaluate information relevant to specific purposes and express it in their own words
show a sense of audience and an awareness of register

understand and employ a range of appropriate vocabulary

demonstrate an awareness of the conventions of sentence structure.

General comments

Overall, arange of good performance was seen on this paper. Candidates provided accurate translations of
the English in well-written Chinese. Mistakes that were made were either careless slips or uncertainty over
words such as ‘salary, flexible, balance’ and ‘career’. Candidates should always check their work and polish
the translation to improve it.

Section A — Translation
Question 1: Translation into English
Candidates were required to translate a passage from Chinese into English. The majority of candidates

coped very well with this exercise. An important number of candidates scored very highly in this question.
Some of the common errors found in scripts related to the translation of the following words:

%4 S W % Bk

traditional customs putting up spring couplets
BRF HERZ e FEEIK

making dumplings rush back to hometown have a new year's eve dinner
k4] E X Javal B

at midnight every family set firecrackers

E% % R ¥iE

lucky money will bring good luck
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Question 2: Translation into Chinese

Candidates were required to translate a passage from English into Chinese. Some candidates did well in this
guestion. Weak ones did not know how to write in Chinese.

Some of the common errors found in scripts related to the translation of the following words:

an ideal job everyone’s views young people
BEMHITHE BTAMEE 3 2PN

having an interest in the role is the first thing to consider

Xt TAEH & BEIE— B

salary the main factor they are not motived
BRI FERFR BEHN
flexible working hours long holidays necessary
REM TR KR WA

free time to do things they enjoyed this allows them
22 PR B 18] 8 BRXNBHER X AT PAiEAdAT
good work-life balance overall careers

Byt FE#HIEEETR Bz BRIV

young generation more opportunities to choose
Fgr—NR Bz prik 22

if ...only... never give up their dreams
EZR K ITATHFE fth A7 i 25 AR
finally come true

‘T EU/IRE

Section B — Reading Comprehension

Candidates were required to answer the questions based on a given passage. The majority of candidates
demonstrated excellent understanding of the passage, and performance on this question was generally
excellent.

Candidates coped very well with Question 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, often scoring full marks.

In Question 5, the expected answers were: ‘B3, H-F /5. k3 and ‘f1’. There were 4 elements of

answer in this question. The majority of candidates attempted this question well, but some candidates gave
only 2 or 3 elements answer instead of 4, hence they did not score full marks.

There were 2 parts in Question 6 and the majority of candidates attempted this question well, unlike Question
7, Question 8(i) and Question 9 where some candidates gave one element of answer instead of two.

Question 10 — Vocabulary

This question assessed knowledge of basic vocabulary in reading comprehension. Different kinds of
vocabulary items were tested through giving synonym or antonym in this question. Candidates could choose
any three questions to answer. The popular items were (ii), (iii) and (v). The majority of candidates could
cope well in this question.

Question 10(i)  Ki#’ [ [F i Et4 2

The expected answer was: ‘iVffi’s Some candidates wrongly gave /7" as the answer.

Question 10(ii) ‘BEH ) iRt 4 ?
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The expected answer was: ‘Jit17’. Some candidates wrongly gave ‘ZI|i’.

Question 10(ii) ‘B AR BIIE A& A2

The expected answer was: ‘N.A /R H’, The majority of candidates attempted this question well.
Question 10(iv) ‘B 1R X Ia2& 42

The expected answer was: ‘f5.»'. Some candidates wrongly gave ‘5 =’ as the answer.

No candidates chose to answer Question 10(v).
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