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URDU (MAURITIUS)

Paper 3209/01
Composition

Comments on specific guestion

Section A: Letter, Dialogue and Speech
(@) Letter writing

The overall performance in letter-writing was commendable and most candidates scored high
marks. This was the most favoured choice among candidates. A few candidates struggled with the
formal letter, particularly when writing a letter to the village/town councillor about pollution issues. It
is recommended that educators provide training for their candidates in both formal and informal
letter writing.

(b) Speech writing

The title of the task was: “Write a speech to be presented at your school assembly and state why
parents should send their children to your school”. Candidates need to pay more attention to the
technigques of writing a good speech, especially addressing the audience as well as adhering to the
required length.

(c) Dialogue writing
Candidates had to write a dialogue between themselves and a travel agent. This was the second
most popular choice, and most dialogues were well written. some candidates faced challenges
due to overly lengthy introductions.
Section B: Essay
Argumentative Essay: Questions (a) and (d)
Fewer candidates answered these questions. Candidates are required to present their point of view on the
given topic and support it with relevant arguments. The essay should be well planned. The most able
candidates demonstrated the ability to communicate their ideas effectively, even though the essay on the
internet was more challenging.
Narrative Essay: Question (b)
This was the most popular choice among candidates. Many were able to write good creative and imaginative
essays, narrating having a car breakdown during a family trip very efficiently. The use of proverbs and
idioms, as well as a wide variety of elaborate vocabulary, was commendable. A few candidates wrote
lengthily about what happened prior to the incident and did not elaborate enough on what happened
afterwards. Candidates need to focus and elaborate on the given situation.
Descriptive essay: Question (c)

This question was not very popular among candidates. They had to describe a fair in Mauritius which they
attended.

Common mistakes of candidates:

(@ Some vocabulary items which are commonly used while writing dialogues, letters and even speech
were wrongly written by candidates. For example:
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Correct form Incorrect form
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(b) Extensive spelling mistakes.
(©) Wrong agreement/conjugation of verbs.
(d) Mistakes when using masculine and feminine/singular and plural form.
(e) Extensive use of English and Hindi words.
Q) Repetitive use of words and phrases.

Some excellent idiomatic expressions and sophisticated vocabulary were also noted, and candidates were
rewarded accordingly.:
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Suggestions to improve performance:

Encourage reading in Urdu.
Encourage candidates to communicate in Urdu.
Carry out dictation exercise from time to time to develop the writing skills and to master the spelling of
commonly used vocabulary in compositions.
Encourage candidates to plan their composition before writing it.
Encourage the use of sophisticated vocabulary and proverbs, correctly written and used in the right
context.

e  Keep to the given word limit (120 words for Section A and 200 words for Section B). An additional 10
to 15 words are tolerated.

e Encourage candidates to keep their work neat and tidy. They can leave a line while writing and start
each question on a fresh page.
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URDU (MAURITIUS)

Paper 3209/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Introduction
This question paper consists of 2 sections.
Section A: Translations

e Question 1: candidates translate a small passage from Urdu language to English language.
e Question 2: candidates translate a small passage from English language to Urdu language.

Section B: Reading comprehension

Questions 3 — 8 candidates were asked to read a passage in Urdu and answer the comprehension
guestions in Urdu.

Question 9: candidates were given five words from the passage and asked to explain the meaning of any
three in Urdu.

Key messages

In order to be successful in this examination, candidates should:

e translate the text from Urduto English accurately, ensuring no words are omitted, pay attention when
translating verbs and tenses,

e read the comprehension passage carefully and answer the questions clearly and precisely,

e give the meaning of the 3 words from the passage in Urdu either in one word or a short phrase.

General comments

The overall performance of the candidates for this paper was satisfactory. All candidates, except for a very
few, attempted all the questions in this paper. Certain areas continued to pose challenges.

Candidates found some words in both translations challenging.

Some candidates struggled to put the verbs in the correct tense.

Candidates easily translated simple sentences but faced difficulties with long and complex ones.
Some candidates did not thoroughly read and understand the comprehension questions before
answering them.

Comments on specific questions

Translation: from Urdu to English

This question required candidates to translate a given passage into the Urdu language. The passage dealt
with the description of diamond and its use.

Some words such as (}‘l and ‘,ﬁ; were challenging for candidates.

Many candidates translated the word | = as ‘gold’ and ‘Hera’.

s CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2024




Cambridge Ordinary Level
3209 Urdu (Mauritius) November 2024
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Some words/phrases were wrongly translated by some candidates:

Inappropriate translation Suitable translation Urdu word
Gold, Hera Diamond
L
Rock Stone -

Face Form

/?’f.
Image, middle class people Age

/

v,

lNuminated Brightness
Precious Pretty
Kowanoor, koonoor Kohinoor .
J;’g}’/
Bartania Britain
#bs

Translation: from English to Urdu

This question required candidates to translate a given passage into Urdu. The topic of the passage was

‘village life’.

Many candidates encountered difficulties while translating the text as they were unfamiliar with words like

farming, mud and wood.

Some words and phrases were challenging for most candidates. For example: simplicity, greenery and pets.

Inappropriate translation Suitable translation English words
Mr&VT JJV Simplicity
L?V‘Uj/!” U!ﬁ Peace

J”'{ .{M}c JU’,’ mf/) Care
i o W/ Farmers
Maee> ) d% Wood

;J. ;{l‘ Pets
y x*bul,}f /’}?./. Festival
d);cd);” s Busy

6l/‘/ djt&?/ Farming
J,gﬁuw,: c‘f( Field

w"f 2 Grains

Section B
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Comprehension

Most candidates were successful in the comprehension task.
Question 3

Most candidates were successful and gave all three pieces of information required:

. V o
M B
Question 4
The answers were:
/lﬁ%/}{l}aﬂtjltyu&'}u /szf.l
Lﬂ?tf’pg&’@&’ébﬁf..vr

Question 5

Some candidates found the word Jpl/ difficult. and did not understand the question. Thus, they were not
able to give the four elements:

g -1

2 i AT AT sl E 2
wi;;u:;vvgf&’&nu”;fﬁ
iZ e Llose ) f_4

Question 6

Two pieces of information were required for this question. Some candidates tried to answer in their own
words, and they were rewarded:

B2 JL»"“( KIS I s Yo
Zs i e P2

Question 7

The answers which were expected for this question were:

gl S L s -1
S U uF 422
VIRV Z i/u::”»'%l-:B

Some candidates answered: wibLJ%’ , Which is not correct.
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Question 8

Most of the candidates answered successfully:

g/;,«dtu(w,w/z- 1
G/JJVJU}”/.L&’”_Z
;)g;4uju/’-3

Question 9

Candidates were required to provide the meanings of any three out of the five given words in Urdu. Only the
most able candidates were successful: many did not give the right meaning, and a few candidates did not
attempt this question.

Recommendations:

e Candidates are advised to present their work neatly.
They can leave a line while writing their answers.
Candidates should allow time to read the questions correctly or, in second translation, fully translate
complex sentences.

e Educators are advised to carry out more translation practices in the class, paying special attention to
complex sentences and to the different tenses.

e  They should translate the given text without omitting any element or changing the meaning. Candidates
should be encouraged to guess the meaning of difficult words by using the context, instead of looking in
the dictionary.

e Candidates should also be encouraged to read and understand the comprehension questions well
before answering them. They should be careful to what the question is asking and provide a reply
accordingly.

e  Meaning of vocabulary in Urdu can be given in a single word or a short phrase.
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