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Paper 3206/01
Composition

General comments

The overall performance of candidates in this year's session was very satisfactory. Most of the candidates
managed to answer the questions within the timeframe. Many candidates showed their proficiency in Tamil
language through the proper usage of grammatical rules and well- structured sentences.

Although a slight improvement in the performance of candidates was observed, a significant number
encountered difficulties in the choice of vocabulary, subject-verb agreement, syntax, the use of case-markers
and in the spelling of less common words.

A few common errors have been highlighted.

Comments on Paper |, Section A — Letter, Report or Speech, Dialogue

Paper 1 aims at testing the writing skills of candidates. The latter were asked to write an essay of about 120
words in Tamil on one of the three topics given.

A significant number of candidates wrote well-structured essays with appropriate vocabulary.
Section A

The topics for letter-writing and dialogue were most popular with candidates and hence, most of the
candidates opted for Question 1(a) and 1(c).

The report-writing task was not favoured by candidates.

Section B — Essay

In this section, candidates were required to write an essay of about 200 words in Tamil on one of the four
topics given. Among the topics, Question 2(a) and 2(b) were the most popular. Most candidates attempted
either Question 2(a) which was a narrative task and Question 2(b) which was a descriptive task.
Questions 2(c) and 2(d), which were argumentative tasks, were not favoured by the candidates.
Some candidates showed good writing skills by producing a good piece of writing using wide range of
vocabulary, while the weaker responses showed a lack of vocabulary, repetition of ideas and wide range of

grammatical errors.

The most common mistakes are highlighted below:

(@) Spelling mistakes

e LHALLF - HLDFF

*  GUGDTEOT - 6)600T600T

e Liweofl®mer - LIWleoof1&s 6T

e ULWIMERGHemeT - LM & & emerr

e QUMEHMS - QuMensH

e LO(HBTET - LOMITBITEIT
QUIT(HH G 60)6T - QUIT(H L& 606
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(b) Case markers

e [BIT6OT 3]6uement GLIG)Georeor - [BTeoT JeuenflLLd GLIG) GeoreoT

e  I6UIJ LIGOUTLD @) 6V6M6V - I6U(HSGL] LIGUOTLD &)6L6DI6V

e SL(MJ GUTLLgemW - LGy CUITLLY B QUMMS!
BeOLCLIMHM S

o BIedr (B FemL 5 C560r - TS G N HS HOL S5

e  &6U0TS6EM6IT gwmg,u LMJ&GH60T- & 600TSHEITITEL 36M&LI1 LIMTEH G 60T

. LF)GO‘GI’IJI]’ESGT Grccras@ - [H6OOTLITE6iT 6T6BT6DICUTLI
LML L9.60T T[T 8 61T UMM LQ.60TITITE 61T

e  IUEMEIT @ HFLI QUITHEMETEH - DU S QHFHLI G & M(HECH 60T
QUITIHEM6TSH 68 M(H & ECSH60T.

(c) Verbs
o e SLEHSTT - S SHWSTT
e LIMEM6USET LITLYW I - LIMEmEUSEIT LIMLY 60T
e 6T60T QUMGCMTT BHLIHCGHITLO - 66T QUIMGMIT HLIHGITITE 6T
e alBHa QeumnlGeormLd - lps QUMCMTLD
e 2 5ai QEUIGeTTLD - 2 el QFWGSHTLD
e FHHMBSHM6T CHLSLILLLET - FHBHMBSET CHL&LILILL 6T
e allemeTwimL LTSS - eflememwim(heuensg Ll LITISS!
o LILMIGET 6T(h&ECH 60T - ULmIsemeTLl L9198 G8 6ot
(d) Adverbial Participles
o UL G6T LIGOPEMOWITES @ (HHSH60T- LILPEDLOWITS
e  ellememwimig Q&ML mBIGG6TTLD - Ne6TWITLS QS TLBIGGETITLD
e umjsu UnG - umyss Ins
o  IQUTSHET aUBS 2 561 QFWSTIHET - 6UbHSI
o LLEHSHMOETE &600TL (LPLQU|LD - SIT600T (LPLQU|LD
(e Wrong use of qualifiers
o 2 GOUTEYS 6T (& LITEOT @) (HHS60T - 2 600TEY& 6T (@ LIT& @) (HHSH60T
e Ufle 9pa&merr @ MHEHEHMSI - ufle SP&ETs @MmERMS
e Jmal QUIlWGIL SP&ETETSIL - Iemel QUFIFHTHeYLD
@) (15 55\ 60T M 60T P &TEH LD @) (55 60TM 60T
Q) Syntax

e &6 QUIMBMTISHEHE G QSFIUDLILG. HITET LIMmemeus 6T L& e L1196 @ L.

e [BITEOT @(H 3jevoTem U6V LITL & Memev Hlem L &SR EGMm 6oT.

e BTN (LNH6L (S O 6umMIGeoTeoT.

e e FmisLT UMM BTG sFluellsvemev.

e  aeTd G QuUflweuTs e W& e L1198 G WD 6T 6T6TMITEY HITET H&H G LW
Bl&EF U6 LIBIG 68 mevor GL6oT.

e LDITEOOTEUTS: 6T 6TELEVIT L& UG 6T 6TEOT6mEOTL] LIMJITL_LS.60TITIIES 6IT.

However, as in the previous years, there were some well written essays characterized by well-structured
sentences and the appropriate use of idiomatic expressions and good vocabulary. Examples are given
below.

‘@ eIt 2_WTe] @) 6Vemey’ eTedTm 6T6dT & flulT G\ & MEOTEOTITIT.
A LISF6D 2_56)|LI16UGC60T 2_600T60ILN [HE0OT LI6DT.
D& & 6T GHLDLIGV GLDLIVTSH @) (HBHTITSH 6.
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QUG 6T GNBRG GNBRF R flGHTIEET.

6T60T (L& LD LLLIGLIM6L LDV HSS.

6T60T QLI oufeL GUImev QILIIHEMLD 6ML[BSHITI.

FleuT LiemLpwl LML (H&86m6Ts G& L L GLIMGI SHMIGHET @) 6memln & MeVlD @BMTLSHSI6 G UbSS.
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TAMIL

Paper 3206/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

General comments

The general performance on this year’s paper was satisfactory. The majority of candidates attempted both
section A and B with some confidence. Out of the two texts set for translation, the translation task from
English into the target language was within the reach of most of the candidates. Except for occasional slips
for few candidates, the majority of them demonstrated competency in translating the text from English into
the target language. However, many candidates encountered difficulties in translating the text from the target
language into English language.

As for the reading comprehension task, quite a significant number of candidates attempted the questions

with success. However, it was observed that, as in the previous years, a majority among them answered the
guestions by indiscriminately lifting chunks from the given text.

Comments on specific questions

Section A — Translation with comments

Candidates were required to translate a passage from target language into English. Some did quite well on
this question, which was answered using appropriate vocabulary and sentence-structures. However, many
candidates encountered difficulties in understanding the text and struggled to translate the text ap propriately.

Many candidates faced difficulties in translating the following words:

Frallemul - The key
G&eflT&EF WMs el - Was cool and
GThIGS&HEBLD - The monkeys also
L06ooT GLO(h& EBLD - soil mounds

& 6V B T\ 60T T6IT - panicked

Q& wevLIL Geusvor(hlLD Must act
Bl&meof| &SI GUITE &G meiT Paused and thought
W erflTeug - shining

Many candidates encountered difficulties in translating the word ‘&mellemws’. It was translated as ‘Savi'.
‘& 6flTF & WmsHe LD’ was translated as ‘beautiful’. ‘& ITEI &8 EHLD’ was translated as ‘children’ and ‘lions’.
‘Lnevor GLO(H& EFLD’ was translated as ‘soil’ and ‘mud’. The words ‘8 6VBIG\6OTTET, BHl&Meofl&H g and
‘WWerfliTeug’ were left out by most of the candidates. Only few candidates had the right translation for the
word ‘shining’.

Question 2 — Translation into Tamil

In this question, candidates were required to translate a passage from English to the target language. Some
candidates performed very well on this exercise. They demonstrated control of vocabulary, syntax and
grammair, punctuation and spelling. However, this posed difficulties for few candidates. Errors related to
vocabulary, sentence-structure and spelling were noted. Some candidates could not find the right translation
for the following words:
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Expecting

Guests

A cooking Ingredient
Realised

Missing

Local shop
Saw.....still watching
Insisted

Would be ruined

If did not add
Straightaway

Cambridge Ordinary Level
3206 Tamil November 2024

Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

eTE Ty

il @ g merf]

FLOUISYI& & T6OT G\ LIIT(H G 61T meoTm)l
2_6uor J BT

GODATE QOBHSMS

D _6ITeEHIT8: & 60) L

QSHTLIBS LIMTTLULNSHE & 600T(h
6169 WM 55 60T ITeiT
umpmeH el GILD

G5 175 5 616V6M6V 6TEOTM M6V

o L 6T UIns

Section B — Reading Comprehension

A significant number of candidates fared well on this questio. As in the previous years, a large number of
candidates answered the questions by lifting large portions from the text where the answers were found.
Most candidates did not use their own words to answer the questions.

For Questions 3 to 9, most of the candidates were able to identify the correct answers. For Question 9, a
wide choice of answers were given. Except for few candidates, most of them could identify the right answers.

Questions 10 and 11 proved to be challenging and were left unanswered by many of the candidates.

For Question 12, candidates were required to find the synonyms of 3 of the 5 words given. This proved to be
very challenging for most candidates as they faced difficulties in understanding most of the words given. One

or two candidates wrote sentences with the words instead of giving their synonyms.

Therefore, it is recommended that candidates build up their vocabulary and improve their translation and
comprehension skills.

Focus should be on vocabulary-building and practice on translation tasks.
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