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Example candidate response — high

Part 1 Presentation
Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner announced the candidate information in Chinese which is helpful to
set the candidate’s mind in the target language. She clearly indicated this was part one of
the speaking exam and invited the candidate to start the presentation.

Candidate response

The candidate greeted to the teacher/examiner and started her presentation with a
Chinese saying, leading to her topic of the presentation, which was Chinese people’s
eating habit. It is very clear that the candidate has used a series of conjunctions & %, it
Sh, 2R, ML &, H—A4, E&5kHL to organise the different aspects of the topic to
achieve a full coverage. There are lots of ideas and opinions supported by quotations,
examples and justifications. The delivery of the presentation was smooth, steady and fully
grabbed the teacher/examiner’s interest. The timing was about 2 and half minutes which is
ideal for the instructed 2 to 3 minutes. This is a good example of a well-prepared, well-
organised and lively presented performance at Level 5.

For Vocabulary and Structures, the candidate has used a wide range of precise
vocabulary and a variety of complex structures very accurately. There were plenty of
sophisticated use of vocabulary such as #& AL Z 49, FRAe9EEE/E, HIREM, So
EA SRR G o ERZ —, AT, KEHLAR, THEX, EF5F, BT
%], etc. Nevertheless, the use of quotations and idioms were very precise. Therefore, both
full marks for Vocabulary and Structures in this part.

Mark for Content and presentation = 10 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 5 out of 5
Mark for Structures = 5 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 20



Part 2 Topic conversation
Conduct of the test

Again, the teacher/examiner announced clearly Part 2 of the speaking exam, followed
closely by the first question which didn’t overlap with the content in Part 1, but another
aspect of the topic, whether Chinese cuisine is considered healthy in the candidate’s
opinion. There was a good balance of factual and opinion-based questions that led to a
natural and spontaneous conversation.

Candidate response

The candidate continued the discussion on her chosen topic in this part, extending to
different aspects and examples to support her ideas, able to defend a point of view, for
example, 42 & 5+ 'F. Most of her responses were at good length which showed
sustained ability to maintain the conversation. There was one question about ¥ 1869 4 &
3% 3% the teacher/examiner interrupted while it could still make sense that living in a city in
the UK for university was her ideal living environment. A couple of expressions could have
been better, for example, X XA X F2 T GLAAELT), RV BIEH K%, Combine all
of the above, a mark of 9 at Level 5 is best fit for Comprehension and Responsiveness for
the candidate’s performance here.

For Vocabulary and Structures used in this part, again, a wide range of vocabulary
generally accurately and a variety of complex structures such as #ftt %, so full marks for
both categories.

Mark for Comprehension and responsiveness =9 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 5 out of 5
Mark for Structures = 5 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 20

Part 3 General conversation
Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner skilfully picked up from the candidate’s previous response the
mentioning of going to university in the UK to form the first question, so a natural flow from
Part 2 to Part 3. Further searching questions such as # 1+ 4 &1 XA~ (F k) 4 7] & 44 has
provided scope for the candidate to talk in detail about her future career option. The
second topic area %4 % %F also linked to the future career nicely. The last topic area for
this part was again picked up from what the candidate replied in Part 2 1% Rl Rl 3 2] £ & 4=
MGG IR RARSF, ARIAH AR LA IZ AR T % A 24697 so the question was not
abrupt. The timing of this part was 4 and half minutes in line with the stipulated time.



Candidate response

There was no problem of comprehension and the candidate’s responses were natural and
spontaneous even to those unexpected ones. The candidate continued to present and
defend a point of view (5% 73 & &k 893K 77 52 % # &+ X H AL A ---) and contributed at
some length. Apart from a couple of sentences needed a twist, for example, # 7 3 K k&9
KFH L KGHAF] ) meant A THk EXFHZAESF 7, the overall performance worth
Level 5 but the lower mark so 9 is awarded for Comprehension and Responsiveness.

Despite minor slips in vocabulary, such as iz 2|4£47 & £ 693% 56, 3F % L9 IRE,

There was plenty evidence of wide range of precise vocabulary, 2%+ 5, %W i
¥ K& HirBdEi, and a variety of complex structures, AR/ stat, sFJEFA £
893580 K HE KRR TR AL JF, @1, etc. Therefore, a mark of 5 is
fair for both Vocabulary and Structures in the performance.

Mark for Comprehension and responsiveness = 9 out of 10

Mark for Vocabulary = 5 out of 5

Mark for Structures Mark = 5 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 19 out of 20

Total mark awarded for Speaking test = 58 out of 60

Whole test

How the examiner performance could improve

Sometimes the teacher/examiner interrupted too soon. When there is an ambiguous
response, it would be better to ask searching questions to provide the candidate a second
chance to clarify their answers.

How the candidate performance could improve

It will be even better if the candidate could distinguish use of the synonyms, for example,
#M and £ A, XF and &3, R3]/ and £ 4 /1, to use advanced vocabulary more
precisely.



Example candidate response — middle

Part 1 Presentation
Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner greeted the candidate in Chinese and indicated the start of the
speaking.

Candidate response

The candidate started with a greeting to the teacher/examiner and gave the topic of her
presentation, which is ‘My favourite Chinese celebrity’. The content included a brief
biography of the celebrity, the reasons the candidate liked the celebrity’s movies and what
she learned from the celebrity and the movies. The timing was just within 3 minutes which
is in line with the stipulated 2 to 3 minutes. According to the descriptors of Content and
Presentation, this falls in Level 4 as good coverage and sound organisation of the topic,
with relevant factual points and some ideas and opinions. The language in the
presentation might not always be precise but the meanings were clear. The delivery was
fairly fluent. Therefore, a mark of 8 is awarded for Content and Presentation.

For Vocabulary, the candidate has attempted to use some beyond simple ones, however,
quite a lot of them were not precise or even ambiguous, for example, ®. =% h A, 8% A,
T T B 23691845, AN — (2 RAT L AT R T 2 il W69 5 F oA, SRAEF IR % 69 3K
%, EhEMAFRME, RER LA ET IR, some pronunciation lacks clarity, such as #%
B (BRAk) , #4 A F Kk, etc. Therefore, the candidate’s Vocabulary is more fit at Level
3.

For Structures, some complex structures have been used successfully, such as A.. % &
T, Q9BHE, ALTAER] LA, BA, BTUA, 122, &, =R, etc. The errors in
structures do not impede communication. Hence, a mark of 4 is fair for the candidate’s
performance in the presentation.

Mark for Content and presentation = 8 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 3 out of 5

Mark for Structures =4 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 20

Part 2 Topic conversation
Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner didn’t say % —<f4 but did explain that she will ask some questions
based on what the candidate has just said. The questions were all relevant to the celebrity,
to movies and actors, all open enough for the candidate to develop, such as both sides of
being an actor, ‘if you met the celebrity, what would you say to him?’, from different movie
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genres to whether a fan of someone. The questions were kept clear and short, making
them easy for the candidate to understand what was asked. The timing was just 3 minutes
which is shorter than 4-5 minutes as noted in the syllabus. This could have disadvantaged
the candidate as not enough evidence was found in the shorter timing.

Candidate response

The candidate understood the questions without problem and coped reasonably well with
different questions. The responses were all relevant and at a reasonable length which
makes frequent prompting unnecessary. Some expressions could have been more
precise. The performance in this part is in Level 4 for Comprehension and
Responsiveness, with the short timing and some expressions not always precise, the
lower mark at Level 4 is best fit.

The vocabulary used in this part was limited, with quite a few ambiguities, for example, %
BA MR R B ILINAET T IHRA L, RBERAEREZOCH I FRGEH, KR
&R Z5ay 7 &, 3 A, etc. A mark of 3 is awarded.

The candidate demonstrated correct use of some complex structures, 4= %, #t, itfk, 4
&, HEH, W, HRIE, —H, etc. Amark of 4 is awarded.

Mark for Comprehension and responsiveness = 7 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 3 out of 5
Mark for Structures = 4 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 20

Part 3 General conversation

Conduct of the test

K —

The teacher/examiner didn’'t announce % =<4 but said ‘now we move on to next part’.
Ideally, the teacher/examiner mentions the topic area before starting the actual questions
which will give the candidate some direction of the conversation ahead. In this part, the
teacher/examiner covered two topic areas, Area A 54 and Area C # /T 4231554k 4. The
questions were mostly open style, for example, to invite the candidate to introduce her
school, ‘Tell me about an unforgettable travel’, ‘how should we protect the environment?’,
etc, so it is easy for the candidate to give an extended answer. The timing of this part was
about 5 minutes which is in line with the 4-5 minutes requirement.

Candidate response

The candidate had no problems understanding the questions and responded thoughtfully
for each question and was reasonably forthcoming but tended to follow the
teacher/examiner’s lead. The responses were all relevant to the questions at a good
length. Some expressions could have been more precise, #&x4= X 5 1789 iH1& ZJe 7 em | 4
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1169 BT #89 R A3 T . As whole, the Comprehension and Responsiveness in this
part is awarded the top mark of Level 4 so 8.

For Vocabulary and Structures, the candidate has used a sufficient range of good
vocabulary and structures, such as & g, &3, #%&, KIEL, —KAHRT, K8
ft, aswellas & X.. 2%, #32.., &K, AT —X#ET,etc. Both marks achieve
Level 4 in this part of the performance.

Mark for Comprehension and responsiveness = 8 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 4 out of 5
Mark for Structures = 4 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 20

Total mark awarded for Speaking test = 45 out of 60

Whole test

How the examiner performance could improve

The teacher/examiner could have asked the candidate to clarify some ambiguous words in
the performance to provide a second chance. It is also important to keep the timings as set
in the syllabus so as not to disadvantage the candidate.

How the candidate performance could improve

The candidate could improve the performance by improving the pronunciation of some
vocabulary as well as to try to be more precise when expressing ideas. Reading authentic
materials more often will also help to build up vocabulary and learn accurate expressions.

Note re. marking: The same error should not be penalised repeatedly, for example, the
candidate used #= to link two sentences which was wrong. This will be considered when
give a mark for Structures when it first happens but should not be counted again in later
performance.



Example candidate response — low

Part 1 Presentation
Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner announced the candidate’s information and ‘Part one’ in English
before asking the candidate 1< 4 X #24t.4+ 2 #&#2? which is brief and clear. It would be
even better to include a short greeting in Chinese. For example, 174F, &A1F45 254
K, F—3Hy, BAHSREAHATLER?

Candidate response

The candidate greeted to the teacher/examiner and gave the topic of her presentation,
which is always recommended as it shows the focus of the presentation. The candidate
has recited the story of Quyuan, fairly fluently with a couple of pauses over about 2-
minutes. The main issue about the content here is that there are few ideas or opinions, just
narration of the story, without mentioning other factual points such as different food, other
ways of celebrating, etc. Therefore, the content only fits the description of ‘Adequate
coverage of the topic, generally organised’, ‘Includes some factual points with few ideas or
opinions’ at Level 3.

For Vocabulary and Structures, the candidate has used a sufficient range of vocabulary to
recite the story, sometimes lacks precision, for example, # 7 and % 4%, Pronunciation
and intonation are generally clear, apart from /%%, %3Jf. Some complex structures such
as MRmit, PTYA, AT, #, %, etc.with a range of simple structures have been used
successfully. This indicates a mark of Level 4 for both Vocabulary, pronunciation &
Intonation and Structures.

Mark for Content and presentation = 6 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 4 out of 5
Mark for Structures = 4 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 20

Part 2 Topic conversation
Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner has announced the second part of the speaking exam in which she
will ask some questions based on the presentation. The timing of this part was in line with
the suggested 4-5 minutes and the teacher/examiner worked hard trying to get the most
out of the candidate. However, the first handful of questions were asking what the
candidate has already said in the presentation, as a result, the candidate had to repeat the
vocabulary and sentences from the presentation which will not gain further merit.
Furthermore, many of the questions are closed questions that the candidate could answer



with one word or short phrase. A couple of the questions could have been tidied up and
kept brief and accurate so as not to confuse the candidate.

Candidate response

The candidate understood the questions but mainly gave short answers, sometimes one
word answer, needed prompting and encouragement to develop topics, such as how
people celebrate the festival and in different regions. There was some delay in response
for more complex ideas, for example, thoughts on Quyuan’s action, etc. There was not
much contribution from the candidate in the conversation. Therefore, for Comprehension
and Responsiveness, a mark at Level 3 is best fit.

For Vocabulary and Structures, apart from those repeated from Part 1 Presentation, there
was a limited range of vocabulary and structures that could be considered as new
evidence. A mark at Level 3 is fair for the candidate’s performance in this part.

Mark for Comprehension and responsiveness = 6 out of 10
Mark for Vocabulary = 3 out of 5
Mark for Structures = 3 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 20

Part 3 General conversation
Conduct of the test

The timing of this part was about 5 minutes so again was in line with the required time.
The teacher/examiner announced this is Part 3 which will include two topic areas as well
as the name of the first topic before starting the first question. This will give candidates
some direction of the conversation ahead which is recommended. The first question to
invite the candidate to introduce her school was an open question, as desired, the
candidate produced an extended answer in good length. Some information from this
answer helped the teacher/examiner to form some good questions for further discussion
later, 7~ 5] # 7% 649 % )T A= 5] 52 2 & 2 48 & 49 ? The questions in this part were a mixture of
closed and open questions, factual based and opinion based, which led to a natural
conversation.

Candidate response

There was one question on school subjects that the candidate got confused with and
asked for clarification. There were some hesitations and delay in response, especially in
more complex ideas such as 4=1T484t. The length of responses is better than one word,
however, still short and needed prompting and encouragement to develop the answers.
Looking at the descriptors in the Mark Scheme for Comprehension and Responsiveness,
the candidate’s performance hasn’t quite reach Level 4 descriptors yet and so the top
mark in Level 3 is awarded.



The vocabulary that the candidate has used to answer the questions in this part is mainly
basic and simple, so more of a limited range than a sufficient range. Some vocabulary
lacks precision, for example, £ % as a subject, % 4= 9] as a place. There were
hesitations when going beyond simple expressions when attempting the question of < ]
7% 09 % Jhf= ) 52 & 2 48 &. The Vocabulary mark is at Level 3 instead of Level 4.

For Structures, while many of the answers were one sentence or short phrases, generally
simple structures were used accurately. A mark of 3 is awarded.

Mark for Comprehension and responsiveness = 6 out of 10

Mark for Vocabulary = 3 out of 5

Mark for Structures = 3 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 20

Total mark awarded for Speaking test = 38 out of 60

Whole test

How the examiner performance could improve

The teacher/examiner could have asked more open questions, avoid closed ones such as
75, &%, A4, 4A84%, etc. To have a list of possible questions or aspects on
each topic to hand will help to prepare for conducting the speaking exam. Remembering to
keep questions brief and clear will certainly help candidates to get the most out of
themselves.

How the candidate performance could improve

The candidate needs to be reminded to develop their responses wherever possible, by
giving examples and detailed information, clarifying reasons and justifications, providing
opposite views, etc., so that they can show the maximum of what they can do within the
time.



Common mistakes, misconceptions and guidance

e One of the general marking principles at Cambridge is positive marking. Candidates
are awarded a certain mark as long as there is enough evidence as described in the
Mark Scheme to approve what they can do and should not deduce marks based on
what they cannot do. Therefore, candidates should be encouraged to show the best
of what they can do and do not worry too much about making mistakes.

e Wrong timings will have an impact on the performance of a candidate and so will
affect relevant marks. Centres are reminded to keep to the stipulated timings for
each part of the speaking exam.

« Candidates who have a reasonably good level of language still need to be guided
on how to perform in their speaking exam. It is recommended that teachers share
the Mark Scheme and discuss the descriptors in each level with their learners in the
early stage of the course.

For further details about how candidates performed in this particular examination series
please refer to the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers (PERT).
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