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Moderator comments

Example candidate response — high

Section 1: Presentation and follow-up discussion
Presentation, interaction/responsiveness

Presentation

o Communication: The candidate communicates detailed information with clearly
stated ideas and opinions on cultural preservation. The speech includes multiple
arguments supporting the importance of cultural preservation, the role/ influence of
globalisation; and the needs for government, education and media to be involved.

« Justification: The candidate consistently justifies, develops, and explains ideas and
opinions, giving examples such as the comparison between Chinese and Western
festivals and the role of cultural confidence.

« Engagement: The candidate appears fully engaged in delivering the presentation,
showing confidence. A more organised speech would be even better.

Follow-up discussion

e Communication: The candidate provides detailed responses with clear ideas and
opinions, discussing practical ways to promote Chinese culture among the youths,
to balance Western and Chinese cultural influences, and to encourage engagement
of international students in Chinese traditions.

« Justification: The candidate justifies his answers well, providing examples like
participating in school activities, recommending Chinese traditions to international
schools’ students, and discussing the importance of traditional activities like setting
off/ introducing fireworks during Spring Festival.

« Engagement: The candidate engages well with the examiner, responding to
questions fully and confidently, also providing thoughtful and well-developed
answers.

The candidate demonstrates an excellent ability to communicate detailed information with
clearly stated ideas and opinions about cultural preservation. Throughout both the
presentation and follow-up discussion, the candidate consistently justified, developed, and
explained his viewpoints. He fully engages in the conversation, showing confidence and

Page 1 of 23



interacting well with the examiner. The examples provided are relevant and support his
arguments effectively. Overall, the candidate exhibits a high level of responsiveness and
engagement, fulfilling the criteria for the highest level.

Mark awarded =9 out of 10

Language range

e Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses a range of linking and cohesive
devices to connect a series of well-developed points, such as "I & & 4 kL a9 4
" ", ARG, " TSR, " "R AR AL, " and e AN E Fe ik A T
fi#. " These devices help in maintaining the flow and coherence of the speech.

e Vocabulary: The candidate demonstrates a good range of vocabulary appropriate to
the tasks, including less common terms such as " LU AAZ, " "2 AR, " "L
a1z, " "HAZKN, " and "XALJKZE. " The vocabulary used is varied and relevant
to the topic.

e Variation and repetition: The candidate shows an ability to vary formulation and
avoid repetition, with a few instances of repeated phrases such as " X #% /" and
" 4L B 15, " Overall, the speech and responses are well-formulated with minimal
repetition.

The candidate effectively uses a wide range of linking and cohesive devices to connect a
series of well-developed points, ensuring the presentation and follow-up discussion are
coherent and smoothly flowing. The vocabulary is varied and appropriate to the tasks, with
several instances of less common vocabulary that enrich the content. There is a notable
effort to vary the formulation of ideas, resulting in minimal repetition. The candidate's
language range demonstrates a high level of proficiency, meeting the criteria for the
highest level.

Mark awarded =9 out of 10

Language accuracy

e Simple grammar: The candidate consistently uses simple grammar accurately
throughout the presentation and discussion. Sentences like "#& 47 X AL 2 K A1HE—A
AR %R by £ 504" ("Protecting culture is a historical responsibility that each of
us should fulfil.") and " &A1 2 %A 8 F A" ("We should start with ourselves")
demonstrate accurate use of basic grammatical structures.
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e Complex grammar: The candidate shows a good degree of control over some
complex grammar. Examples include sentences like "4 % &A1 & T3 & T &9 LALAR
2 A B FANB G 1E, AR 24 Tib e B R A2 KA A TEALR? " ("I
we ourselves lack cultural confidence and identity in our own culture, then how can
we expect people from other countries to believe in our culture?"). This sentence
illustrates the use of conditional structures with inspiring rhetorical question.

e QOccasional slips: There are occasional slips, such as in the phrase " & 2 A X 4%
#1169 34" ("Exert our culture to others"), which is somewhat unclear. A better
phrasing might be: " & & 4 A& 7= & A1189 AL ("Showcase our culture to others").
However, these kinds of slips are rare and do not impede communication. The

candidate demonstrates a strong and accurate use of simple grammar throughout
the presentation and discussion. There is also a good use of complex grammar.

Overall, the candidate's language accuracy is strong, fitting well within the highest level.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 10

Total mark awarded for Presentation and follow-up discussion = 28 out of 30

Section 2: Conversation task card

Task completion and communication
e Completes all tasks fully and confidently:

The candidate addresses each prompt in detail, providing clear and
structured responses. He covers the pros and cons of joining clubs, the
impact of volunteering, the reasons some people might not want to volunteer,
and the relationship between volunteering and the sense of responsibility.

« Communicates relevant information with clear and supported ideas and opinions:

The candidate’s answers are relevant and provide well-supported ideas and
opinions. For example, he discusses both the benefits and drawbacks of
joining clubs and provides a personal example to illustrate the connection
between volunteering and the sense of responsibility.

« Develops a justified argument:

The candidate generally develops his arguments clearly, providing
justifications and examples to support his points. For instance, he explains
how volunteer work can alleviate staffing pressures in the hospitals and the
schools, and why some people might not choose to volunteer. The meaning
of volunteering was well elaborated.
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Fully engages in the conversation:

The candidate engages thoroughly with the examiner, responding promptly
and fully to all questions and prompts. He maintains a good level of
interaction throughout the conversation.

. I NALA AR B A= & (Joining clubs' advantages and disadvantages):

The candidate discusses both advantages (enrich learning, expand horizons
and interpersonal development) and disadvantages (impact on academic
time) clearly and thoroughly, meeting the criteria for a justified argument.

. MRt E B F 49 A % (Your view on volunteering):

The candidate articulates a clear and positive view on volunteers,
highlighting their selflessness and societal contributions, which aligns with
the criteria for communicating clear and supported ideas.

. ARATRRBREBERE, R 242/RE? (Why some people are unwilling to
volunteer):

The candidate mentions personal commitments as a reason, providing a
valid explanation. While the point could be further expanded, it still
addresses the prompt sufficiently.

. ERFFH AL F . (Impact of volunteer activities on society):

The candidate gives a detailed explanation of how volunteer work supports
societal development, using specific examples like hospitals to illustrate his
point.

. AR R TREARE EERF G H? (Who needs volunteer assistance the
most in your area):

The candidate identifies hospitals and schools as needing volunteers and
provides reasons for these needs, demonstrating a good understanding of
the prompt.

. WX AT 89X & (The relationship between volunteering and a sense of
responsibility):

The candidate explains the connection between volunteering and
responsibility well, using a personal anecdote to support his argument, which
aligns with the criteria for a justified argument.

. AL T &R R A — A AT a9 R ? (Will volunteering make you a better
citizen?):
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The candidate provides a nuanced view, arguing that volunteering alone
does not make one a better citizen and emphasizing the importance of
genuine intention and responsibility, demonstrating depth in his response.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 10

Language range

Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses a range of linking and cohesive

devices to structure their answers and connect ideas. This includes terms such as "
A" (firstly), "5 " (and), "#l4=" (for example), and "~ &L" (not saying that).
For this part of the exam, these devices are used effectively to maintain coherence.

Vocabulary: The vocabulary is appropriate and well-chosen for the context. The
candidate uses relevant terms related to the topic of volunteering and social impact,
such as "Afr% & " (interpersonal relationship), "4 & & & " (social development),
and "% % /= 71" (alleviate pressure). In the context of AS Level, this demonstrates a
good grasp of the topic-specific vocabulary.

Variation and repetition: Although some repetition occurs, the candidate manages
to convey his ideas clearly and cohesively. The ability to vary sentence structures
and avoid excessive repetition is present, and this level of variation is commendable
given the almost impromptu nature of the task.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 10

Language accuracy

Simple grammar: The candidate uses simple grammar accurately throughout most
of the conversation. Basic sentence structures and grammatical rules are
consistently followed.

Complex grammar: While there are occasional slips and some not so precise
phrasing, these do not significantly impede communication. The candidate
demonstrates a good grasp of complex grammatical structures and is generally able
to convey his ideas effectively.

Minor errors and communication: Errors, such as "R+ 2", "#MX I, HFRE
AT E—AEIH," are present but are relatively minor and do not detract from the

overall clarity of communication. The candidate's ability to convey his points clearly
and engage in the conversation supports the higher mark.
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e Consistency: The candidate's language accuracy is consistent and shows a good
degree of control, even with complex structures. Errors are infrequent and do not
hinder the overall effectiveness of the communication.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 10

Total mark awarded for Conversation task card = 30 out of 30

Pronunciation and intonation for the whole speaking test
Pronunciation is intelligible and intonation is appropriate. Individual sounds are articulated
clearly.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 5

Total mark awarded for Speaking test = 63 out of 65

Conduct of the test

The examiner introduces the candidate and the exam very clearly at the start. Most
importantly, she clearly indicates the beginning of each section. The questions she asks,
especially in the Follow-up discussion, are open-ended and prompted opinionated
responses, as well as detailed explanations from the candidate.

How the teacher/examiner performance could improve

The teacher/examiner conducts the exam well in terms of format, adhering to the time limit
of each section, asking for the topic of the presentation at the beginning and indicating the
transition between different sections clearly. In terms of content, the teacher/examiner
asked open-ended questions enabling the candidate to fully express his opinions and give
justifications. The teacher/examiner also prompted the candidate to give specific examples
to support his opinions. The good conduction of the exam certainly contributes to the high
marks achieved by the candidate.

How the candidate performance could improve

Presentation:

e Expand on ideas: The candidate could provide more detailed explanations and
examples to support his points. For example, when talking about cultural
preservation, the candidate could discuss specific initiatives or programs that help
preserve cultural traditions.

e Logical structure: Ensure the presentation follows a clear, logical and organised
structure: introduction, main points, and conclusion.
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e Complex sentences: Incorporate more complex sentence structures to demonstrate
a higher level of language proficiency.

Conversation task card

Even better if the candidate could incorporate idiomatic expressions and phrases to enrich
language use.
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Example candidate response — middle

Section 1: Presentation and follow-up discussion

Presentation, interaction/responsiveness
Presentation

o Communication: While the candidate provides factual information about the Spring
Festival, the ideas and opinions are relatively basic and focused more on describing
traditions rather than deeply analysing or reflecting on them. The responses are
more factual and less developed in terms of personal insight or critical discussion.

« Justification: The candidate does offer some explanations and justifications for the
traditions mentioned, but these are generally straightforward and lack depth in
personal analysis or unique perspectives.

o Engagement: The candidate engages in the presentation but does not fully develop
or explore the ideas beyond providing factual information.

Follow-up discussion

o Communication: The responses are generally factual and descriptive. Although the
candidate answers questions clearly, his responses primarily reiterate known facts
about the traditions rather than offering deeper personal opinions or detailed
insights.

« Justification: The candidate makes some attempts to justify their points, but these
are more about explaining facts rather than providing insightful or reflective
analysis.

« Engagement: The candidate responds to questions appropriately and engages in
the discussion, but their engagement is more factual than interactive or responsive
in a way that develops the conversation further.

The candidate's presentation and follow-up discussion provide a factual overview of the
Spring Festival but lack depth in terms of personal ideas and opinions. While the candidate
communicates information clearly and justifies some points, the responses are primarily
descriptive rather than reflective or analytical. There is some engagement with the
examiner, but the conversation does not delve deeply into personal insights or more
developed viewpoints. The responses are appropriate but do not fully meet the criteria for
higher levels where a deeper exploration of ideas and engagement would be expected.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10
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Language range

Presentation

Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses some linking devices to connect
ideas, suchas “#A)E” (then), “i&#%” (also),and “tb4mit” (for example).
However, “#XJ&” (then)is used repeatedly and the connections between points
are not always smooth or well-developed, which affects the overall coherence of the
presentation.

Vocabulary: The vocabulary used is appropriate but fairly basic. The candidate
employs common terms related to the Spring Festival, such as “&%&” (reunion
dinner), “S4£” (rice cake), and “#x-F” (dumplings). There is minimal use of
less common or varied vocabulary.

Variation and repetition: The candidate does attempt to vary their formulation but
tends to repeat certain phrases and structures. There is limited variation in
sentence construction, leading to some repetition.

Follow-up discussion

Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses simple linking phrases like
“AR” (then)and “FrrA” (so)to connect their responses, but the flow of
conversation sometimes lacks cohesion.

Vocabulary: The vocabulary remains basic throughout the discussion, focusing on
familiar terms related to the topic. There is little evidence of using more
sophisticated or varied vocabulary.

Variation and repetition: The candidate shows some attempt to vary their
responses, but the sentence structures and phrases often repeat, which impacts the
overall effectiveness of their language range.

The candidate’s language range in both the presentation and follow-up discussion shows
an appropriate use of vocabulary and linking devices but lacks the complexity and
variation expected for higher marks. While the candidate connects ideas using basic
linking devices and appropriate vocabulary, the range is limited, with some repetition and
basic formulation. The vocabulary is generally suitable but does not include less common
or varied terms. The language range is functional but does not demonstrate the
sophistication or variety required for a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10
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Language accuracy

Presentation

e Simple grammar: The candidate generally uses simple grammar correctly, such as
subject-verb-object structures and basic sentence forms. For instance, sentences
like “AFiXA, HFEHAKMNTEANHFT” (Spring Festival is actually our
Chinese New Year) are grammatically correct.

e Complex grammar: There is some attempt at using more complex grammar, such
as relative clauses and embedded structures, but with occasional slips. For

example, “RJE AR ZLHEEZ@IGAN M- WX T, THITE, IRGHAHTE,
- gEAE— 2 )uizee”  (In modern thinking, people put up couplets and hang lanterns
to drive away misfortune) contains a slight grammatical error and a bit of
awkwardness in structure.

Follow-up discussion

e Simple grammar: The use of simple grammar remains accurate, with clear
communication in basic sentence structures. For instance, “—#k## 2 KMNK A
T H” (Generally, it is our family who cooks) is grammatically sound.

e Complex grammar: The candidate attempts to use more complex structures but
with occasional errors. For instance, “ &% 7T AL A H A AMTH T IRAE — & JLiE
"2” (It feels like it's because people want to drive away some misfortune) is

somewhat repeated and lacks clarity, indicating a slip in more complex grammatical
structures.

The candidate shows accurate use of simple grammar throughout the presentation and
follow-up discussion. There is an evident control of basic grammatical structures, and most
sentences are correctly formed. However, the use of more complex grammar is present
but includes occasional slips, which can affect clarity. Errors are generally minor and do
not significantly impede communication, but they do highlight areas for improvement in
handling more sophisticated grammatical forms. Overall, the candidate's performance in
language accuracy is consistent with a mark of 7, as he exhibits strong control over simple
grammar and some control over complex structures, despite occasional errors.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 10

Total mark awarded for Presentation and follow-up discussion = 19 out of 30
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Section 2: Conversation task card
Task completion and communication

1. e NAL A 694K &A= 42 & (Joining clubs' advantages and disadvantages):
The candidate mentions benefits such as early teamwork experience, meeting new
friends, and helping with university applications. While the ideas are relevant, they
could be more fully developed.

2. AEAFRBWAAR, HH2? (Why some people don't want to join clubs):
The candidate provides a reasonable explanation that academic pressure and time
consumption might deter people. This response is relevant and straightforward but
lacks depth, missing an opportunity to provide a more comprehensive argument.

3. i E B F 49 A % (Your view on volunteering):
The candidate expresses that everyone should experience volunteering for the
sense of achievement and future job preparation it provides. This response is clear
and relevant but could be expanded with more examples.

4. ARATBREMERSYE, REH/AH2L2/FZEB? (Why some people are unwilling to
volunteer):
The candidate suggests that the lack of interest due to future career plans not
involving volunteer activities might be a reason, but he does not elaborate enough
on the reasons, leaving a weak and unfinished argument.

5. EARE T, MEARE ZERF I ? (Who needs volunteer assistance the
most in your area):
The candidate mentions elderly neighbours who could benefit from the help of
volunteers, offering a specific and relatable example. This response is well
articulated and relevant.

6. LR FFHALF " (Impact of volunteer activities on society):
The candidate agrees with the statement that volunteer activities make the world a
better place, providing a clear and concise response. However, more examples or a
detailed explanation would improve this response.

7. B IArHE R 89 % % (The relationship between volunteering and a sense of
responsibility):
The candidate shares a personal anecdote about teaching English, which helped
him understand the challenges and developed his perspective. This response is
well supported and relevant.

Overall, the candidate completes most tasks fully and communicates relevant information
with clear ideas and opinions. The responses are mostly well-developed but could benefit
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from additional detail and examples to enhance the argument. The candidate engages in
the conversation and responds to prompts, showing good interaction with the
teacher/examiner.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 10
Language range

e Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses a range of linking and cohesive
devices, such as "#& &" (firstly), "i£ A " (also), "/A & " (then),and "H A"
(because). These help to connect ideas and provide some structure to the
responses, though there are occasional moments where transitions could be
smoother or more varied.

e Vocabulary: The candidate uses a range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks,
discussing topics like teamwork, academic pressure, and societal contributions.
There is some use of less common vocabulary, though it is not frequent. Example:
Words and phrases like "B A &4E" (teamwork), " m#t. 2" (sense of achievement)
are appropriate and relevant.

e Variation and repetition: The candidate attempts to vary language but there is some
repetition, particularly with phrases like "&t" (feel) and " #& 373" (I think). More
variety in expression and avoiding repeated sentence structures would improve the
range of language used.

e Less common vocabulary: The candidate occasionally uses less common
vocabulary, though not extensively. Phrases like " A%k" (connections/network) and
"y " (expand) show an attempt to use more sophisticated language, but this
could be increased to demonstrate a wider range.

Overall, the candidate uses a range of linking and cohesive devices to connect a series of
mostly well-developed points. The vocabulary used is appropriate to the tasks, with
occasional use of less common vocabulary. There is an attempt to vary language, but
some repetition is present.

Mark awarded = 7 out of 10

Language accuracy
e Simple grammar: The candidate mostly uses simple grammar accurately. Basic

sentence structures are correct, and simple sentences are used effectively to
communicate ideas.
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e Complex grammar: The candidate uses some complex grammar structures with
occasional slips. For example, the use of conjunctions and subordinate clauses
shows an attempt to use more complex sentences, but there are minor errors and
awkward phrasing. Example: "R G FlA KA E A TH R E@mAE, X—®--RE
BRI A FEZARRBANGEE, AL ERETALEX —£ LT A,
it MAEFLTHF 2 AA— . " (And then seeing him planting vegetables in his
home every time, it also feels like their life is not particularly rich. It feels like
volunteers can help them in this area to make their life more interesting.)

e Error analysis: There are some errors in grammar and word choice, but they rarely
impede communication. These include minor grammatical slips and occasional
awkward wordy phrasing that could be smoothed out for better fluency. Example: "
REBHRARILRISARR G EREFE, ZIRE AR BHEXIAEE], " (And
then it would make me think from different levels about how to explain the word to
them.)

Overall, the candidate demonstrates accurate use of simple grammar and uses some
complex grammar with occasional slips. Errors are present but do not significantly impede
communication.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 10

Total mark awarded for Conversation task card = 22 out of 30

Pronunciation and intonation for the whole speaking test
Pronunciation is intelligible and intonation is appropriate. Individual sounds are articulated
clearly.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 5

Total mark awarded for Speaking test = 46 out of 65

Conduct of the test

Questions can be more open-ended, concise, to give the candidate more opportunities to
interact efficiently.

How the teacher/examiner performance could improve

Only interrupt the presentation if the candidate shows no sign of finishing after 2 minutes.

In the Follow up discussion, the Examiner could ask more open-ended questions to enable

the candidate to express his opinions and give justifications and could prompt for detailed

responses by asking follow-up questions. Examples of questions: "How do you think the
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Spring Festival celebrations have changed over the years in your family or community?",
"Can you compare the Spring Festival with another major festival from a different culture
that you are familiar with?", "In what ways do you think modern technology has impacted
the way we celebrate the Spring Festival?", "How do you think the celebration of the
Spring Festival abroad differs from how it is celebrated in China, and why?", etc.

How the candidate performance could improve

Presentation:

Improve organisation: start with a clear introduction, explain the significance, and
then describe the customs and activities in a logical order.

Provide more detailed explanations, personal opinions and include cultural
significance to add depth.

Practice speaking more smoothly, avoiding fillers like "#X & %2.", and using

transitional phrases such as "#t.9M", "2 7" etc. to connect ideas.

Follow-up discussion:

Always provide a clear explanation and justification for answers.

Example, Candidate: " & W/F 2 ZHAKL AL T, T EHIFEE, " ("l think it's
probably because eating it might bring good luck.")

Improvement: "FHEFAEEFF 5, ERAELFTRKFARFLRFRS, FkIFiE,
Ak, FFAPCFERT —ME%R, FEHG—FBIAF%L%. " ("Nian gao
symbolises rising higher year after year, implying improvements in living standards
and career success, bringing good luck. Therefore, eating nian gao during the
Spring Festival has become a tradition, symbolising a smooth and prosperous new
year.")

Share personal experiences and examples to make answers more vivid and
engaging.

Example, Candidate:" &K —#A& & THF &R, .. " ("Our family usually makes the
New Year's Eve dinner ourselves...")

Improvement: "M RXEFH 28 TELEFRIR. KITHA—K, RMNER—RET
HEGSF MM, RE—REFEREETEE—ANTF. IFERETER,
A RAZ MG REF. " ("Our family prepares the New Year's Eve dinner every
year. | remember once we all went to the market to buy seafood and other
ingredients, and then spent the whole afternoon cooking together in the kitchen.

This not only allowed us to enjoy delicious food but also strengthened our family
bonds.")
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Conversation Task Card:

Expand on points by providing detailed explanations and examples.

Example, Candidate: " & 1F, & £#HLAILFEZEATARFARLET —2. " ("l think,
first of all, it allows young people to experience some...")

Improvement: "Au N AL A 7T VAL F- 52 A$2 IR EE H) A AE 69 R AR Fe iR . Bldm, A&
RAEARY, MNEZE5RREFHALSE, ERZTATED . TSR TG A
WA, 3R T RMNGESFTER. " ("Joining clubs allows young people to
experience the joys and challenges of teamwork early on. For example, in a
volunteer club, they need to work with people from different backgrounds to
complete projects together. This not only develops their communication skills but
also enhances their sense of social responsibility.")

Discuss potential solutions or hypothetical scenarios to show deeper thinking.

Example, Candidate: "*T #¢ & B X 52 & /) #i %A & K. .. " ("It might be because
the academic pressure is a bit high...")

Improvement: "Jo R ARSI P R IFEMA N R H R E R I E, REFATRAR
BANAR, Hde, RZFTIORBERTARES, RREFRENH I F L4
F A4t A F 4. " ("If schools could provide more flexible scheduling and
academic support, more students might be willing to join clubs. For instance, setting
aside specific time slots for club activities or offering academic counselling to help
students balance their studies and club commitments.")

Reflect on how the discussed topics affect the individual and society as a whole,
providing a more nuanced perspective for justification.

Example, Candidate: "#& % /F £ X 4#£49. .. " ("l think it is like that...")

Improvement: "&KIA A EREDNHERILER L HE. bde, KREFALET —KAK
R4%E5, AREEAZRE., EXNTEF, RAEAMNBRLETXE, KaTd
HRB| TIAA RO H R K. IHFGLEN LRI EIRD], H—AK D EFRARE
ik e AR R, " ("l believe that volunteering activities can indeed make the
world full of love. For example, last year | participated in a community service
activity that brought warmth to lonely elderly people. In this process, not only did the
elderly feel cared for, but | also experienced the satisfaction of helping others. This
experience made me realise that everyone's small acts of kindness can have a
positive impact on society.")
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Example candidate response — low

Section 1: Presentation and follow-up discussion

Presentation, interaction/responsiveness

Presentation

« Communication: The candidate’s presentation lacks coherence and is frequently
interrupted by hesitations and repetitive phrases. He attempts to communicate the
rapid development of technology and its historical context, but the message is
fragmented and incomplete. The ideas are not fully developed or clearly articulated,
and the presentation ends without a clear conclusion due to time limit.

« Justification: There is limited justification or explanation of the ideas presented. The
candidate starts to explain the impact of technology but does not develop these
points further due to interruptions (i.e. the candidate’s hesitation and repetition of
phrases and words) and lack of clarity.

« Engagement: The candidate struggles with maintaining a clear flow of conversation
and engagement. The presentation includes repeated words and phrases, which
disrupt the interaction. The lack of clarity hindered engagement with the examiner.

Follow-up discussion

« Communication: The candidate responds to questions with basic answers, but his
responses are often incomplete or insufficient. For example, he mentions using a
smartphone for various tasks but do not elaborate on how these technologies are
integrated into their daily life in a meaningful way.

« Justification: The responses are mostly factual and do not delve deeply into the
implications or personal reflections on the use of technology. For instance, the
candidate mentions the negative effects of screen time on eye health but does not
provide a detailed explanation or personal strategies for mitigating these effects.

o Engagement: The candidate attempts to engage with the examiner’s questions but
struggles with clarity and coherence. The responses are occasionally vague and do
not fully address the examiner’'s queries, leading to a less effective interaction.

The candidate’s presentation and follow-up discussion show some basic or superficial
understanding of the topic of technology but lacks clarity and depth. The presentation is
fragmented, with frequent hesitations and repeated phrases that hinder communication.
The responses in the follow-up discussion are basic and sometimes unclear, with limited
development of ideas and personal insight. While the candidate attempts to engage with
the examiner, their lack of coherence and incomplete responses affect the overall
effectiveness of their interaction. Therefore, a mark of 5 is appropriate, reflecting the need
for clearer communication, better development of ideas, and more detailed engagement
with the topic.
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Mark awarded = 5 out of 10

Language range

Presentation

Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses some linking devices, such as "
£ Z" (even)and "B 4" (because), but their use is repetitive and does not

effectively connect a series of well-developed points. The overall structure of the
presentation is disjointed, lacking smooth transitions between ideas.

Vocabulary: The candidate uses a basic range of vocabulary appropriate to the
topic of technology. However, there is limited use of less common vocabulary and a
noticeable repetition of words and phrases. The vocabulary used is sufficient to
convey basic ideas but lacks variety and deeper analyses.

Variation and repetition: The expressions are mainly simple, with some repetition.

Follow-up discussion

Linking and cohesive devices: In the follow-up discussion, the candidate uses basic
connectors but often fails to link ideas cohesively. Responses are short and
sometimes disconnected, lacking the flow that more varied linking devices could
provide.

Vocabulary: The vocabulary used in the discussion is mostly appropriate for the
tasks, but again, it is limited in range and often repetitive.

Variation and repetition: The candidate's attempts to express his ideas are hindered
by repetition and occasional hesitation.

The candidate’s language range is limited, with a basic use of linking and cohesive
devices that do not effectively connect ideas. Vocabulary is appropriate but repetitive,
showing a limited range and lack of less common words. There is little variation in
formulation, leading to repetitive expressions and occasional hesitation. The overall
language used is adequate for basic communication but lacks the variety and depth
required for higher marks. Therefore, a mark of 5 is appropriate, indicating the need for a
broader range of vocabulary, more varied expressions, and better use of cohesive devices
to connect ideas smoothly.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 10
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Language accuracy

The candidate demonstrates a basic use of grammar with occasional slips, showing some
control over complex structures.

Simple grammar: The candidate generally uses simple grammar accurately but with
some repetition and hesitation. For example, phrases like " L& & A169 & fx 2 — A~
—##.»" (now our computers are as small as books; may be referring to note-book
computer) show issues but are understandable.

Complex grammar: The candidate attempts to use more complex structures with
some success. Forinstance, "#FH R ey K&, RAXTEXE4" (The rapid
development of science and technology is something humans never imagined)
shows an understanding of more complex grammar, though it occasionally has
minor slips.

Errors and communication: While there are errors, they rarely impede
communication significantly. The candidate's points are generally clear, despite the
slips and hesitations. Phrases like " % s & —ANEMNE —#F K693+ H %" (Computers
were as big as a bedroom) are mostly correct, though sometimes followed by less
accurate sentences. It is an unusual description but interesting.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded for Presentation and follow-up discussion = 16 out of 30

Section 2: Conversation task card

Task completion and communication

1.

B G 589474 (Benefits of studying abroad):

The candidate briefly touches on the benefits of studying abroad, such as
experiencing new cultures and meeting new people. However, these points are not
fully developed or supported with detailed examples.

& H ¥ 549 Hsk, (Challenges of studying abroad):

The candidate mentions homesickness and the financial challenges of studying
abroad but does not explore these issues in depth. The responses are brief and
lack detailed examples or solutions.

2| [E 5h & 52018 2] 69 AL £ ¢ (Cultural differences when studying abroad):
The candidate acknowledges the importance of understanding local culture but
provides only a vague response about how to handle cultural differences.
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4.

B 5 £ K k693t kA4 (Employment opportunities for international students):

The candidate mentions that studying abroad can help with future job opportunities,
especially by learning the language and understanding the culture. However, the
points are not fully developed or well supported.

Overall, this candidate engages in the conversation but often repeats himself and
hesitates. The responses are mostly relevant but lack depth and development. The
candidate communicates the basic ideas but does not fully justify or expand on his points.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 10

Language range

Linking and cohesive devices: The candidate uses some basic linking words and
cohesive devices but does not consistently connect points in a well-developed
manner. Phrases like "IH 4" (because) and "i£ 74 " (and also) are repeated,
indicating a limited range of connectors.

Vocabulary: The candidate uses a basic range of vocabulary appropriate to the
tasks but does not demonstrate the use of less common vocabulary. The repetition
of simple words and phrases indicates a limited vocabulary range.

Variation and repetition: The candidate makes some attempts to vary their
sentences but often falls back on repetition and simple structures. This lack of
variation in formulation affects the overall fluency and complexity of their responses.

Overall, the candidate uses some linking and cohesive devices to connect points but does
not always fully develop these points. The vocabulary used is appropriate but limited, with
minimal use of less common words. There is noticeable repetition and a lack of variety in
sentence structures.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 10

Language accuracy

Simple grammar: The candidate demonstrates basic grammar structures with
several slips and inaccuracies. While the meaning conveyed is mostly clear, the
grammatical errors are noticeable and frequent.

Complex grammar: There are attempts to use more complex grammar structures,

but these are often incorrect or incomplete. The errors in complex grammar usage
sometimes cause ambiguities and as a result affected the clarity of the response.
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e Communication impediment: While the candidate’s errors in grammar rarely impede
communication, they do require more effort from the listener to understand. The
overall message is conveyed, but the accuracy issues are evident.

Overall, the candidate uses simple grammar with several slips and makes some use of
more complex grammar, though with notable errors. These errors, while not completely
obstructing communication, do make understanding more challenging.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded for Conversation task card = 16 out of 30

Pronunciation and intonation for the whole speaking test
Pronunciation is intelligible and intonation is largely appropriate, and individual sounds are
mostly articulated clearly.

Mark awarded =4 out of 5

Total mark awarded for Speaking test = 36 out of 65

Conduct of the test

The teacher/examiner demonstrated a keen understanding of the candidate's abilities,
asking questions that were perfectly suited to the candidate’s level. This ensured that the
examination was both fair and challenging, allowing the candidate to fully showcase his
knowledge and skills.

How the teacher/examiner performance could improve
The teacher/examiner should ask for the topic of the presentation before the candidate
starts his presentation.

The teacher/examiner should read the scenario of the conversation task card after the 5-
minute preparation time instead of before it.

How the candidate performance could improve

Presentation:
e Avoid repetition and hesitation:

Example, Candidate: "# 5 & K- A FH K B -k KR, RAX-ZA
ARG RARTRG g R R, o "
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Improvement: "#+5 H R &gk R EAAXLRE X824, " (The rapid
development of science and technology is something humans never
imagined.)

Provide examples and detailed explanations:

Example, Candidate: " &A1 A F#4L, 4783, dT8E, AN GEL---B R F
%’:‘0 "

Improvement: " &A1 A FhLiTRE, Tk, 4B, EE#HFTAEKT N
BT H. dedt, REFNFALGFE I8 NLF LD HR, ZaFhaF]
Fehik K. " (We use mobile phones to make calls, complete assignments,

take photos, and even engage in online learning and read e-books. For
example, | often use educational apps on my phone to review my lessons,
which greatly aids my studies.)

Follow-up discussion:

Expand answers with examples and justifications:

Example, Candidate: "*f, &A1T A &MA--RMARY, EaTay-F
AT ARB, "

Improvement: " &A1 AR FABATRIE, il EF 3] FAfL L, R A
F LA PEREA, LT LB LRI EXRI M AT E, TRARES T AN
895 3] s %, " (We can use mobile phones for online shopping, such as
buying study materials and stationery. If we encounter problems during
study, we can also find solutions through search engines, which greatly
improves our study efficiency.)

Reflect on broader impacts and personal experiences:

Example, Candidate: "I %F 69 %) o A& -+ 3 KA 69 AR B AR T 4F, "

Improvement: " K #A4E Fl F- bl o 3t ARG R A4S E, Hde 5 BOR A R 7 A
A T, Bk, M RZEEEFE AR, REFES QKL LI, KT
R, 4o RKEFEME R € Ti5E&, 2UEATH IR 28, R’ 5
T AF= ) A & 5 d6g ik. " (Long-term use of mobile phones and
computers can harm our eyes, such as causing eye strain and reduced
vision. Therefore, we should control usage time and take appropriate breaks.
Additionally, | found that long-term use of electronic devices makes people
more dependent on these technologies, reducing face-to-face interactions
with family and friends.)

Conversation task card:

Provide structured and detailed answers:
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Example, Candidate: "[& A+« Ay -+ & H «+ B Sh & 7T VA= K77 LU KA F T 89
Wiy, REF--FAEGI, "

Improvement: "t B & 52T YLLK LR NR G RFE, TR E G L, TR
Fo doh, B ERAERERGFER, KRTURFATHEZTRS, ¥
s ARG B, XAT AR R EIET A F B, " (Studying abroad
allows me to see different landscapes and learn about other cultures,
broadening my horizons. In addition, by interacting with students from around
the world, | can improve my language skills and gain cross-cultural
communication experience, which is very beneficial for my future career
development.)

e Discuss solutions and hypothetical scenarios:

Example, Candidate: " #&--- % 8 & K- Sh AR K B ] 69 B 4%, KRB — =
ARG, "

Improvement: "4= R & & B S G F AR KB AR, KEBIAEEF AR
FIKFZ, B, REUSBRARFEROGAR ES, EXHMA, F3 AT HIR
RAEE, REESZH. " (If | feel homesick while studying abroad, | will
keep in touch with my family through video calls. Additionally, | will actively
participate in school clubs, make new friends, and enrich my extracurricular
life to alleviate homesickness.)
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Common mistakes, misconceptions and guidance

Communication:

Answers were often presented with noticeable hesitation, brief and lacked depth,
failing to fully address the questions or provide thorough justifications.

Limited use of personal experiences and specific examples to illustrate points,
leading to less engaging responses and incomplete delivery.

Answers were not expanded with additional relevant information, limiting the depth
of the discussion.

Not connect individual points to broader social or cultural themes, missing an
opportunity to demonstrate a wider understanding.

Range and Accuracy of language:

llll

Frequent use of the same expressions or phrases, such as "tt4=iit,
or "#& A" (I think), can make the speech sound repetitive.
Overuse of fillers like "#A " (then) and "#t.&" (just) can disrupt the flow and give
an impression of uncertainty.

Inadequate use of a variety of connectives and conjunctions, resulting in not so
coherent speech.

Vocabulary is limited.

(for example)

Guidance for improvement:

Expand vocabulary, including idiomatic expressions

Use complex sentence structures

Use a variety of connectives

Practice expanding on answers by adding relevant details, examples, and
explanations.

Use transition words and phrases to connect ideas smoothly.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025

Page 23 of 23



