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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level 
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

General Note: In all cases reasonable alternative answers which are not specifically mentioned in 
the marking scheme will be accepted, and either some of the marks or all of the marks for that 
question will be awarded. Candidates may use upper or lower case initial letters for transliterating 
Sanskrit proper nouns. 

1 Translate the following sentences into English: 
 

 
 
1 mark will be allotted for the correct translation of each unit indicated. 
Incorrect transliteration will not be penalised. 
 
(i) The story of brave Hanuman is in the Sundarakāṇḍa of the Rāmāyaṇa 

composed by Vālmīki. 
 
(ii) Hanuman, with respect to his brilliance and strength, was equal to 

Sugrīva and also Rāma and Lakṣmaṇa. 
 
(iii) He, a hero among monkeys on account of his strength, intellect, brilliance 

and character which were outstanding among all creatures, was dearly 
devoted to Rāma. 

 
(iv) When Rāma lived in the Daṇḍaka forest with Sītā in order to fulfil his 

father’s promise, his wife was abducted by Rāvaṇa. 
 
(v) Hanuman arranged a pact between Rāma and Sugrīva in front of a fire. 
 
(vi) After that Hanuman, at Sugrīva’s command, crossed the ocean which 

was a hundred yojanas wide, and went to search for Sītā. 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Transliterate the following passage: 
 

 
 
1 mark will be allocated for each unit indicated. In each unit, if two or more 
errors appear, the mark is not awarded. Higher or lower case transliteration is 
permitted. 
Punctuation is not tested. 
 
astyujjayinīvartmani / prāntare mahān / pippalīvṛkṣaḥ. / tatra haṃsakākau / 
nivasataḥ. kadācid / grīṣmasamaye / pariśrāntaḥ / kaścitpathikastatra / 
tarutale dhanuḥkāṇḍaṃ / sannidhāya suptaḥ. / kṣaṇāntare / tanmukhād / 
vṛkṣacchāyāpagatā. / tataḥ sūryatejasā / tanmkhaṃ / vyāptamavalokya / 
kṛpayā tadvṛkṣasthitena / haṃsena pakṣau / prasārya punastanmukhe / chāyā 
kṛtā. / 

20 

   

Question Answer Marks 

3 Do not translate the passage below. First read it carefully and then 
answer, in Sanskrit, the questions that follow. 
 

 

15 
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Question Answer Marks 

4(a) Do not translate the passages below. First read them carefully and then 
answer, in English, the questions that follow each passage. 
 

 
 
(i) What happened to king Daśaratha and what caused this? 
 
(ii) At this time, from where was Bharata absent, and why? 
 
(iii) When Bharata was returning to Ayodhyā, what news did he hear? 
 
(iv) After hearing this news, what two things did Bharata do? 
 
(v) What did Bharata do in the last sentence of this passage? 
 
4 marks will be allotted for each correct answer. 
 
(i) He gave up [1] his life [1] as a result of separation [1] from Rāma [1]. 
 
(ii) Bharata was absent from the palace [1] because he was [1] at the house 

[1] of his maternal uncle [1]. 
 
(iii) He heard of the death [1] of his father [1] and Rāma’s [1] going to the 

forest [1]. 
 
(iv) He shouted at [1] his mother [1] and left [1] the kingdom [1]. 
 
(v) He spoke [1] to Rāma [1] of his father’s [1] going to heaven [1]. 

20 
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Question Answer Marks 

4(b) 

 
 
(i) With whom did Droṇa come to Ekalavya, and how did Ekalavya 

respond to Droṇa’s arrival? 
 
(ii) What did Droṇa say to Ekalavya? 
 
(iii) How did Ekalavya reply? 
 
(iv) What does Droṇa request from Ekalavya, and how does Ekalavya 

fulfil this request? 
 
(v) In the last sentence of this passage, what are we told? 
 
4 marks will be allotted for each correct answer. 
 
(i) Droṇa came with Arjuna [1] and Ekalavya fell [1] at the feet [1] of Droṇa 

[1]. 
 
(ii) Droṇa said to Ekalavya ‘O my [1] pupil [1], I want [1] a gift [1]’. 
 
(iii) Ekalavya replied ‘Whatever [1] my teacher [1] wants [1], I shall give [1]’. 
 
(iv) Droṇa requests Ekalavya’s thumb [1] and Ekalavya cuts it off [1] with a 

smile [1] and gives it to him [1]. 
 
(v) Now [1] Arjuna’s [1] jealousy [1] was gone [1]. 

20 

 


