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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS Level English
General Paper 8019, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to
the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. Some question types where the answer is clear from the mark
scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been omitted.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the November 2022 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or not
awarded. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question. Please also
refer to the November 2022 Examiner Report for further detail and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the Mauritius School Support Website.
These files are:

8019 November 2022 Question Paper 1

8019 November 2022 Mark Scheme 1

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the Mauritius School Support
Website.


http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/mauritius
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/mauritius
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/mauritius

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you a high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. Examiner comments are
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the classroom to improve their skills. o were awarded. This helps you
4 to interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine
their exam technique.
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ The candidate’s response satisfied all of the descriptors for Level 5. It would have been better if in the introduction,
the candidate had not made assertive statements about modern reading preferences and literary works.

¢ The candidate’s communication was excellent, although there were a few errors and the awkward phrasing in the
second paragraph, for example ‘the proximity a reader may build to a character’ could have been more clearly
expressed.

This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ Although most candidates were able to identify instances of literature dealing with ‘the less acceptable parts of
human behaviour’, candidates did not discuss whether it is the role of Literature to do so, or to what extent and in
which circumstances.

¢ Candidates did not differentiate between different genres of Literature, for example, treating books for children in
the same way as works intended for an older audience or viewing fantasy in the same light as realist writing.

* Some candidates narrated the plots or described characters instead of examining the statement.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made

in answering each question. This will help your
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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o The candidate’s response
opens with a relevant, although
generalised, introduction which
defines education and refers to the
question.

@ The candidate makes a link
between education enabling people
to gain employment. There is then
a description and digression to how
education leads to the development
of technological products and focus
on the question is lost.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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@ The candidate moves on

to describe other purposes of
education, which suggests that
getting a good job is not its main
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Total mark awarded =
15 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ The candidate’s response contained some elements of Level 4 for communication, as there were not many errors
and some use of varied vocabulary. However, the response did not have sustained organisation and the ideas and
paragraphs were not consistently linked.

¢ The content of the candidate’s response satisfied the descriptors for Level 3. Although there were a range of
examples, not all were relevant or clearly applied, meaning there were aspects of AO2 which were characterised
by Level 2 descriptors.

* The candidate’s response could have been improved with a sustained focus on the question and constructing an
argument instead of describing the purposes/impacts of education.
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Examiner comments

o The candidate’s introduction
is assertive in its claim that 50%
of successful people had a good
upbringing. They make several
generalised statements about
students and there is no clear
address of the question.

@ The candidate’s second
paragraph continues to be
descriptive about the cost of

school supplies and gives a vague
statement about students’ attitudes.

€@ The candidate moves on to
explain the importance of education
and mentions ‘a decent job that

" | pays well’, but does not frame this in
- | the context of the question.
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Examiner comments

o This paragraph lacks relevance
to the question, and the examples of
online learning and students being
distracted by phones are not linked
to the question of the main purpose
of education.

e The candidate makes an implicit
address of the link between well-

| paid employment and the level of

a person’s education, but the link

is not clearly established. The high
rate of unemployment is mentioned,
but not developed or linked to the
question.

The candidate’s final paragraph
reads more like a piece of advice to
young people than a conclusion to
an argument. There is a focus on
the importance of education, but not
on the premise of the question.

Total mark awarded =
10 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
The candidate’s response matched many of the descriptors for Level 2 and achieved a mark in the middle of the
level. There was a partial understanding of the question and the information selected was limited.

The candidate made various grammatical errors to include the omission of the article, errors in pluralisation,
comma splicing and agreement.
The communication was generally clear with an inconsistent use of register, but the vocabulary was everyday
rather than basic. Although there were several errors, these did not impede communication.

The response could have been improved by the candidate staying focused on answering the question and
constructing an argument, instead of describing or explaining the importance of education.

The register was inconsistent and the use of contractions made the tone conversational. Maintaining a formal
register and ensuring that the language was better controlled and accurate would have improved the level of

communication.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Candidates often wrote lengthy or largely descriptive introductions about the history, evolution, forms or stages of
education with a concluding sentence referring to the question.

Candidates commonly gave accounts of many other ‘purposes’, explaining that education is also important in
teaching basic morals, manners, societal behaviour, etc. Some candidates focused on the definition of a ‘good job’,
but only explored material considerations.

Most candidates did not examine what the main purpose of education was or did not argue the reasons for their
choice, and this was the crux of the question.

10
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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The candidate’s response
begins clearly with a focus on the
problem of unmanaged waste,
the Mauritian context and why
household waste is a particular
issue. The candidate makes a link
to whose responsibility it is to deal
with waste. This is a confident
introduction with just a few linguistic
" | slips and errors.

@ The first point about the lack

of sorting is well-developed and

the candidate makes a convincing
argument here. The lack of
effectiveness in waste management
is shown with the explanation

and exemplification offered and

the candidate strengthens this

point by stating the futility of the
householder’s efforts.

1
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments

e The candidate reinforces

the seriousness of the issue with

the example of the toxic lithium
batteries, and offers a possible
reason for the poor disposal by

the residents. There is a degree of
blame placed on the government too
in the final evaluative comment. This
second paragraph is well-argued.

o The argument moves on to
recycling in Mauritius and the
candidate paints a convincing
picture of the low rate of efficiency,
demonstrating a good use of
vocabulary such as ‘negligible’,
‘destined’ and ‘unsightly’.

@ This specific example is

useful in providing support and

the candidate demonstrates some
passion in their concluding sentence
about the lack of urgency.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued
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Examiner comments

@ The candidate signals a change
of direction with an appropriate
logical connector. Reference is
made to recent developments and
how this affected the behaviour

of householders in being more
responsible in managing organic
waste.

e The candidate gives some
hope for the future at the end of this
paragraph, although the details are
generalised.

@ The candidate makes a
good point about reducing the
use of plastic bags. The level

of detail given about the kind of
bags is informative without being
descriptive.

@ The candidate offers some
assessment here about the
effectiveness of this measure and
makes a helpful comparison to
Rwanda’s ban.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments
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@ The conclusion is sound and
there is some evaluation evident
as the candidate argues that
geographical isolation cannot

be an excuse for poor waste
management. However, there is
some diminishing of the ending as
the reader is left wondering about
the lack of dedication despite the
claim that Mauritius has the required
resources.

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer

* The candidate’s response satisfied the descriptors for Level 4. It would have been awarded more marks if some

statements, especially at the close of paragraphs, were less generalised.

¢ The candidate’s communication was controlled and accurate and there were some instances of a wider vocabulary.
However, there were several grammatical errors and some were basic mistakes in tenses, agreement, prepositions
and punctuation. For example, the misspelling of ‘government’ and the incorrect preposition and plural subject (ban

in plastic bag). Careful proof-reading is advisable.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ Less successful candidate responses focused on definitions of waste, describing management of collections,
disposal measures and policies and then assumed or implied their success, simply because they existed.

¢ Several candidates offered a few or no specific examples from their country, or gave examples that were only very

generally linked to their country.

¢ Some candidate responses tended to side-track to the definition and description of environmental issues but not
in the context of the question. They often digressed into climate change and lost focus on the question or gave a

general discussion on dealing with pollution.
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Question 7

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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o The introduction opens with a
focus on the world of art and two of
its functions and quickly moves to
literature. This gives the introduction
some scope without spending too
much time describing or looking at
art forms in general.

e The contrasting purposes of
literature are established and an
assumption is made about the
preferences of readers, especially
young female and male readers.
There is some assertion about
the reasons for popularity now, as
compared to past literary works.

There are a couple of errors in
the introduction (‘peaks’ and ‘deal
with’) but overall, the introduction is
clearly and accurately written.

o The choice of Shakespeare as
the first example of a literary figure
is sound as this follows on from

the candidate’s opinion about the
longevity of literature that examines
controversial elements of human
behaviour.

@ The examples of Titus
Andronicus and the three
characters, Aaron, Shylock and
Othello, are well-developed.

The candidate links these to the
argument and extends the argument
to specific instances of appalling
human behaviour.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments

Clear analysis and evaluation
are provided as the candidate
explains the impact on readers. The
didactic purpose is well-explained
and the inclusion of Dr Faustus and
King Lear broadens the scope of
exemplification.

e The communication in this
paragraph is confident and precise.

| | Awide range of vocabulary is used,

such as ‘notorious’, ‘enshrined’
and ‘introspection’. There are

" | several minor errors, such as not

using a capital ‘E’ for ‘English’ and
‘Shakespeare had built’.

@ The argument is strengthened
with another reason for exploring
less acceptable behaviour and that
is, to criticise society. The quotation
is not just cited, but effectively linked
to the point.

Q The candidate uses several
connectors (‘moreover’, ‘however’,
‘similarly’) to sign-post the argument
and this helps the reader.

@ The modern examples
demonstrate the candidate’s breadth
of literary knowledge and these

are appropriately used to support
the argument. The candidate offers
sufficient detail about these works
without becoming descriptive.

m There are a few scattered
errors, such as the misspelling

of ‘Machiavelli’, commas omitted
after ‘Similarly’ and ‘Overall’ and
not capitalising ‘D’ in “The Heart of
Darkness’.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

hik—in e onel 3k s /@W pitac Hak mmw_mz_wnsﬂ&ajwv
M\QOMao/M'kwb'eQ umﬂ!z\ai_x;}x_yug,&ﬂ'ok&. e -_.H\L(A&@ _)[q{;.:f:__..

\ Mal P _RA‘?QN:LO&._WL_faQAM —F’L‘L}&—' ~01\0L.(V‘-vc“-;€'_ —
) i ronelk .Qnm_,&w.l\ und 'T-L A oo;\@‘
fonc sach _ecudi QA@_&A_:_J A‘ éMm;\a}, nu or

(})\/Qmw ) MU& M\A} ﬁ iyl wind o Q’l‘m:!w-e
| ool . provolat__ Yooz ceadi b Mo goahock
: MAUW\LL\[ %~@MM_ N S
| onlore_sohab soinkJong _acwraﬁaa T ol
n%u& S Mo &71 o by bow Locans openbiall v,
Moot Qomsk J'aML Mwmm,arzwi@._&om ;
"lA__psery Jouajh Loﬂn_cmam} _MDO&.M
M (/ k. ﬁaleéL feﬁ% aJ)v

______ FO.(,{) Y. IJ\_._.)),E, - /YM_Q; A

ﬁ% "o

N

bt . ._Lﬁ_wuhﬁ i being

; w[le ol % Modo, m e asum:ar.%[/h thergr:sa itiona |
‘ MQQ%W Mi M._}rl«d'_x_xx_m,_rh N%) support with the Chaucer example

o /_" which neatly ties the point of
Mok Ditosabod can provict o i .
' QI F ol-pe MJM{F) b “Lg e W&‘m‘eh’ | | timeless literature with the need to

examine less acceptable parts of
human behaviour. The candidate’s
personal voice is evident, yet the
correct register maintained.

The candidate’s conclusion
is substantial and evaluative. It
reiterates the main aspects of
the argument without being just

Total mark awarded =
28 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
* The candidate’s response satisfied all of the descriptors for Level 5. It would have been better if in the introduction,
the candidate had not made assertive statements about modern reading preferences and literary works.

* The candidate’s communication was excellent, although there were a few errors and the awkward phrasing in the
second paragraph, for example ‘the proximity a reader may build to a character’ could have been more clearly
expressed.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

* Although most candidates were able to identify instances of literature dealing with ‘the less acceptable parts of
human behaviour’, candidates did not discuss whether it is the role of Literature to do so, or to what extent and in
which circumstances.

¢ Candidates did not differentiate between different genres of Literature, for example, treating books for children in
the same way as works intended for an older audience or viewing fantasy in the same light as realist writing.

¢ Some candidates narrated the plots or described characters instead of examining the statement.
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Question 9

Example Candidate Response — low
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Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Examiner comments

The candidate’s introduction
is relevant and focused on the
question, but quite clumsily
expressed, for instance in the
second sentence.

9 The candidate agrees that the
main purpose of films is to entertain,
and the point is superficially
developed and two examples
offered.

The candidate uses everyday
vocabulary and there are a
few errors in agreement and
punctuation.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments

o The candidate’s response
moves on to other purposes of films,
such as helping people to relax and
exploring social issues. However,
the paragraph is not well-organised
as the point about relaxation is
made early in the paragraph, but
the supporting example of romantic
films appears towards the end.

e The candidate tries to prove
that films have other main purposes,
for example, ordinary people
becoming actors and earning lots of
money. Two examples are given but
become a little descriptive.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued

0o Siaging cormeerition and nowo he 1S

ar . Pnckhoc. ence it can we Sraked hal

Eleos nelpy people. t® build _Iheic cayeers:

Nowwe bl caer\eva\'\samrg‘_ghmti nov be |
:mad,e,a\),egmte \’he Fac\— \’ho\* \he_ehain

‘cm(quejﬁbqb_m\”h\g =3 r*otftb_e coae -« s

Tepreszeo A Yheeak ® deenagers s Thatis
e Degp\e Yhe aegaiive. Pﬁotronn-wegt_ond__

Soci q\_gcob\ememsocqu__d og-Qouse,

| Sowene_de\ iquencyand So on: For
@ werane, aue  Bophoria_oe ac_etampe,

dnece Hw?re cke oS ompion._ o= AtLge,
Sex oD different padmes and al Smm\nj,

Clgarefes. and _eceotudlly, daoing alsol |
Rence ,_atker Yhey \::oue__g_@a\—_chcd_th&

\’\"\ftj \'O

I\ x)\\\ \T\)

=1 me_‘mg{g@_
R, S Lom«ms_\le@pa;h\)e -

o COn )ﬁm S Aage. ool _te tomished iE
Yhe;.e_%_gg\_al,\)menwg aASE

1ISimol tqgeg}\g\g_l_qj&ﬁl‘; USe _abostue

\anguage Disore. vuse ool landguocges

wunen \"ru’ma 2 _maue Yae B To
W )g\\rata ol o oull_cleeol B\mME rak

= COm.co which makes use o

foul \angoage T addilon, e do_nooe |
rea\bjgm_gugb_gg_%i Hl cw1= m&;&

S_ac indian k‘F\eucim_ngD‘%orc"rmg\@__ahd_

Sovman_UWbhan e ee hooe . Thee are

Ofren o\ \anguege osed_bhere - Herce,

Loken people_coatch Trese | they oo \j_\:\z____

Examiner comments

@ The candidate attempts a
counter-argument here, with films
being seen as a threat to teenagers
through the depiction of negative
examples such as social problems
or drug abuse. The response is
generalised and in places assertive.
The focus here is on impacts rather
than purpose.

e The candidate’s focus on the
question is becoming less evident
as there are further descriptions of
negative impacts, and one of the
examples offered is of a television
reality programme instead of a film.
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued Examiner comments

oy Poe C_-,‘ac:ge__ Ly AS 2O on_in %\rrg;{hm

Pk can be,_%ba\:ed thqb Broecno_meue

pecple.became _fnannertiess -

Ty \W\e.__.\‘%ht,ne— fe Aeooe, ik _can e
Scatedd . hat the eain: g opose_of Fs e

1Yo earertouin: Bog, Q\Q:)%g.da/_. e Shoo) Q@ @ The candidate’s conclusion

looreader Yhe Oj}\e\' Dor[:\:)% . cleo_ood needs to be stronger as the
. A h&aa’nuc_a kS« u/h\Ch co¥)l_naoe candidate returns to the stance
o oad _wnfloence N oorelnud 7 that the main purpose of films is

to entertain, but the bulk of the

,:
R

response has discussed other

o ‘ T ‘Lé»%% wordg:l purposes and negative impacts.

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer

The candidate’s response is on the cusp of Level 2 and Level 3 because it exhibits characteristics of both levels.
For AO3, the descriptors in Level 3 such as the use of everyday vocabulary and the coherence, are appropriate.
However, for AO2, whilst the candidate understands the question, the argument is only partially supported by
evidence. For AO1, not all of the examples are well-employed or clearly linked to the arguments.

The candidate’s tone is a little too informal in places, for example, in the first paragraph, ‘Well, opinions are...'
(AO3)

To improve their response, the candidate needed to stay on task for the second half of their essay and not digress
to perceived negative impacts of films.

The candidate could have examined their arguments more closely and developed them further.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Less successful responses tended to offer lengthy introductions about the history of films, or awkward definitions
of films. They tended to generalise and offer limited information in support and often described and narrated the
storyline or other features of selected films.

Some candidate responses either ignored or lost sight of the specific wording of the question and instead did little
more than describe films that had entertained them, or sometimes those that had not.

There was often a misdirected focus on entertainment as an outcome and how this is achieved by film makers
and the industry. This focus on outcomes and impacts led to a significant number of candidate responses about
the positive and negative impacts of watching films, with descriptive paragraphs about young people being led to
violence, drugs and promiscuity.
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Question 10

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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etfechue _(ommunt cakion: TN dakey. Enaush  Was _been o 6&9&@.\%‘&3@,,, _| | begins with a clear focused

Jas He mapdly of us s expasedd b e injhs!« lnns\uje N various. introc_juction which identifies the

wage _suth_as schools, sociat media., Adlevision. progremned_and o on. | | English language as a global _

Havm AW :l%:,v.,‘gluhﬂl .H....lnnﬁunje... .mke.'.ﬁ..,&vmﬁbédﬂ‘,..tompnohe.hds,anoL | |language. The. paragraph enc.is Wltyh

_ | octrbudedge  a . parkeular. ,Iansmttj.e_....._unita.. .People_.. oo great . axlent-. a posed question of the candidate’s

,,._.@gk,...is_jk...v_&tnkmﬂ,_,,,ﬁp Nmit _ourselves . to_ sk, onQ. ..lqnsuaje,?_,,_,, | | own making.

| birst_of atl, - a @lobc&l ,,lqnguage "l,\@l,as TN .,,f‘ll!dl;\\j,.aﬁh\litl'\_&,, s vany
| people “an_argage in Aade. T Welpe people b ommomeatie and_

- |- acquire_informakion # A quikly:  Moreover, et temfra \KSS 9 9 The Cand_idate's response

.| evros are made a5 Mo shalediee ol data. analyde oo  sxplaved Sta_“? .by looking at hqw trading

h. weﬂj‘w&gm present AAIY\I’QS Aise bwd of ashutiet. for exame, | | activities would benefit from a

| people o \mrwrﬁ Mopdaria . n oder b ool bade uitt Uue global language. The Candld?te
i oot —trmrma—baarrine—e (hklosin Tre Mandarin lenguagel | Y56° the example of Mandarin to
KO r\oww*d@hj - gpoken ~ omonq_duffered. tounbiies. e shows fhak enable countries to trade with China

- implying that a global language
Mawdla L ailate | | TMPlYING g guag
L Hendlen 5 soon to be. o gjebal \““ﬁ“%a“ norder b frablabe will lead to a united world. The

candidate explains the usefulness
of a common language in trade, but
makes no link to a ‘united world’.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments

@ The opening of the candidate’s
third paragraph is more focused

on uniting people and promoting
healthy relationships. This leads to
a generic link to immigrants with
reference to interaction and mutual
understanding of culture. This is a
relevant but generalised point.

o The candidate’s response
references the English language
again at the beginning of this
paragraph as a tool for assessment,
but then uses a tenuous example of
Germany requiring foreign students
to learn German.

e The candidate asserts that

if people had English as a global
language, they would be more ready
to go to Germany and consequently
does not firmly develop their point.

6 The English language is used
further to show how tourism could
benefit, and Mauritius is exemplified
as somewhere where the use of
English is beneficial.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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_dees _pob laxe oy eodedg e conid .

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ The candidate’s response achieves a high Level 3 because it satisfies all the level descriptors with AO2. The
response is approaching the bottom of Level 4 as there are attempts to analyse the role of a global language in
uniting the world.

¢ There are a few linguistic and expression errors such as ‘Till date’, ‘majority of us is’, ‘comprehends and
acknowledge’ and ‘a particular language unite people’. The inconsistent register is also affected by the use of
‘okay’. (AO3)

¢ The candidate’s response would be better if the different arguments had been evaluated and a stronger conclusion
reached. Some of the examples could also have been better applied to the argument and fewer assertions made.

* Although the candidate’s communication was clear overall, there were errors throughout the response and these
were noticeable and distracting at times.
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Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Many candidates could give examples of how a global language would be useful, but very few were able to fully
discuss this question which required a wider vision to include the ‘more united world’ element of the question.

Candidate responses were often descriptive and based on how a global language could improve business
transactions and make visiting other countries, as well as accessing education and jobs, easier for everyone.

Many candidates made an assumption that if there was to be a global language, it would have to be English.
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