
Version 1

Syllabus
Cambridge O Level  
For centres in Mauritius
Sanskrit 3216
Use this syllabus for exams in 2022, 2023 and 2024.
Exams are available in the November series.



Copyright © UCLES September 2019

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is 
the brand name of the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which itself is a department of the 
University of Cambridge. 

UCLES retains the copyright on all its publications. Registered centres are permitted to copy material from this booklet for 
their own internal use. However, we cannot give permission to centres to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a 
third party even for internal use within a centre.

Changes to the syllabus for 2022, 2023 and 2024

The latest syllabus is version 1, published September 2019.

There are no significant changes which affect teaching.



Contents

1.	 Introduction......................................................................................................................2
1.1	 Why choose Cambridge International?
1.2	 Why choose Cambridge O Level?
1.3	 Why choose Cambridge O Level Languages?

2.	 Teacher support............................................................................................................... 5
2.1	 Support materials
2.2	 Training

3.	 Syllabus overview............................................................................................................ 6
3.1	 Scheme of assessment summary
3.2	 Availability
3.3	 Combining this with other syllabuses
3.4	 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
3.5	 Description of papers

4.	 Other information...........................................................................................................59



Introduction 

2

Cambridge O Level Sanskrit (for centres in Mauritius) 3216. 
Syllabus for examination in 2022, 2023 and 2024.

1.	 Introduction

1.1	 Why choose Cambridge International?
Cambridge International prepares school students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a 
lasting passion for learning. We are part of the University of Cambridge. 

Our Cambridge Pathway gives students a clear path for educational success from age 5 to 19. Schools can 
shape the curriculum around how they want students to learn – with a wide range of subjects and flexible 
ways to offer them. It helps students discover new abilities and a wider world, and gives them the skills 
they need for life, so they can achieve at school, university and work.

Our programmes and qualifications set the global standard for international education. They are created 
by subject experts, rooted in academic rigour and reflect the latest educational research. They provide a 
strong platform for students to progress from one stage to the next, and are well supported by teaching and 
learning resources. 

Every year, nearly a million Cambridge learners from 10 000 schools in 160 countries prepare for their future 
with the Cambridge Pathway.

Cambridge learners
Our mission is to provide educational benefit through provision of international programmes and 
qualifications for school education and to be the world leader in this field. Together with schools, we 
develop Cambridge learners who are:

•	 confident in working with information and ideas – their own and those of others

•	 responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others

•	 reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn

•	 innovative and equipped for new and future challenges

•	 engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a difference.

Recognition
Our expertise in curriculum, teaching and learning, and assessment is the basis for the recognition of our 
programmes and qualifications around the world.

Cambridge O Level is internationally recognised by schools, universities and employers as equivalent in 
demand to Cambridge IGCSE™ (International General Certificate of Secondary Education). There are over 
700 000 entries a year in nearly 70 countries. Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

Cambridge Assessment International Education is an education organisation and politically neutral. The 
content of this syllabus, examination papers and associated materials do not endorse any political view. 
We endeavour to treat all aspects of the exam process neutrally.
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Support for teachers 
A wide range of materials and resources is available to support teachers and learners in Cambridge schools. 
Resources suit a variety of teaching methods in different international contexts. Through subject discussion 
forums and training, teachers can access the expert advice they need for teaching our qualifications. More 
details can be found in Section 2 of this syllabus and at www.cambridgeinternational.org/teachers

Quality management
Cambridge International is committed to providing exceptional quality. In line with this commitment, our 
quality management system for the provision of international qualifications and education programmes  
for students aged 5 to 19 is independently certified as meeting the internationally recognised standard,  
ISO 9001:2015. Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/ISO9001

1.2	 Why choose Cambridge O Level?
Cambridge O Level is typically for 14 to 16 year olds and is an internationally recognised qualification. 
It has been designed especially for an international market and is sensitive to the needs of different 
countries. Cambridge O Level is designed for learners whose first language may not be English, and this is 
acknowledged throughout the examination process. 

Our aim is to balance knowledge, understanding and skills in our programmes and qualifications to enable 
students to become effective learners and to provide a solid foundation for their continuing educational 
journey.

Through our professional development courses and our support materials for Cambridge O Levels, we 
provide the tools to enable teachers to prepare students to the best of their ability and work with us in the 
pursuit of excellence in education.

Cambridge O Levels are considered to be an excellent preparation for Cambridge International AS & A Levels,  
the Cambridge AICE (Advanced International Certificate of Education) Diploma, Cambridge Pre-U, and other 
education programmes, such as the US Advanced Placement program and the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma programme. Learn more about Cambridge O Levels at www.cambridgeinternational.org/olevel

Guided learning hours
Cambridge O Level syllabuses are designed on the assumption that learners have about 130 guided learning 
hours per subject over the duration of the course, but this is for guidance only. The number of hours required 
to gain the qualification may vary according to local curricular practice and the students’ prior experience of 
the subject.
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1.3	 Why choose Cambridge O Level Languages?
Cambridge O Level Language and Literature qualifications are accepted by universities and employers as 
proof of knowledge and understanding of a language. Successful candidates gain lifelong skills including:

•	 the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in writing

•	 the ability to use a wide range of vocabulary, and correct grammar, spelling and punctuation

•	 a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Candidates are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness 
of the ways in which the language can be used. Cambridge O Level Language qualifications also develop 
more general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order facts 
and present opinions effectively.

Prior learning
We recommend that candidates who are beginning one of these courses should have previously studied the 
relevant language for 2–3 years.

Progression
Cambridge O Level Certificates are general qualifications that enable candidates to progress either directly 
to employment, or to proceed to further qualifications.
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2.	 Teacher support

2.1	 Support materials
We offer a wide range of practical and innovative support to help teachers plan and deliver our programmes 
and qualifications confidently.

For teachers at registered Cambridge schools a range of additional support materials for specific syllabuses 
is available online from the School Support Hub. Go to www.cambridgeinternational.org/support 
(username and password required). If you do not have access, speak to the School Support coordinator at 
your school. 

Please see the syllabus materials DVD for access to resources.

2.2	 Training
We offer a range of support activities for teachers to ensure they have the relevant knowledge and skills to 
deliver our qualifications.
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3.	 Syllabus overview

3.1	 Scheme of assessment summary
All candidates take Paper 1 and Paper 2. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to E.

Paper 1 Translation and Set texts	 (2 hours)

Question 1 – 25 marks
Translation from a prescribed text from Sanskrit into English.

Question 2 – 20 marks
Transliteration of an unseen passage.

Question 3 – 15 marks
Comprehension questions on an unseen passage in Sanskrit.  

Question 4 – 40 marks
Comprehension questions on adapted extracts from the Ra–ma–yana and the Maha–bha–rata. 

Total marks: 100
Weighting: 50% of total marks

Paper 2 Translation of Set texts and Panini Grammar	 (2 hours)

Question 1 – 20 marks
Translation of an unseen piece of prose from Sanskrit into English.

Question 2 – 20 marks
Translation of verses from the Bhagavad Gita into English.

Question 3 – 20 marks
Comprehension questions on Pancatantra set texts. 

Question 4 – 40 marks
Questions on Ma–hes’vara su–tras and Ucca–ran

•
a su–tras and Panini Grammar. 

Total marks: 100
Weighting: 50% of total marks
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3.2	 Availability
This syllabus is examined in the November examination series.

This syllabus is available to private candidates.

It is available in Mauritius only. 

3.3	 Combining this with other syllabuses
Candidates can combine this syllabus in an examination series with any other Cambridge International 
syllabus, except:

•	 syllabuses with the same title at the same level. 
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3.4	 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives

3.4.1	Syllabus aims
The aims of the syllabus are to:

•	 enable candidates to develop accurate written language.

•	 encourage candidates to read and understand the prescribed religious and literary works in Sanskrit. 

•	 enable candidates to appreciate and understand important issues in the prescribed texts. 

•	 develop in candidates, at an appropriate level, a competence in the language.

•	 enable candidates to understand what they read and respond appropriately.

3.4.2	Assessment objectives
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1 � comprehend, appreciate and translate stanzas and adapted/glossed passages from the prescribed 
texts. 

AO2 � transliterate and translate from Sanskrit into English both seen and unseen passages and respond to 
comprehension questions on the above. 

AO3  demonstrate an understanding and application of the basic rules of formal grammar.

A description of each assessment objective is as follows:

AO1 � comprehend, appreciate and translate stanzas and adapted/glossed passages from the prescribed 
texts

	 Students should be able to: 

	 Locate and abstract information. 
	 Translate phrases or whole passages into English. 
	 Demonstrate an understanding of the grammar. 
	 Speak of the context in which a passage is found for prepared texts. 
	 Use the standard Devanagari and transliterated Sanskrit scripts.

AO2 � transliterate and translate from Sanskrit into English both seen and unseen passages and respond to 
comprehension questions on the above. 

	 Students should be able to: 

	 Transliterate and translate by demonstrating an understanding of the seen and unseen passages.
	 Decline words. 
	 Conjugate verbs.
	 Make proper use of cases.
	 Use svara sandhi.
	 List the Ma–hes’vara Su–tra.
	 Explain the Ucca–ran

•
a Su–tra.

AO3 � Demonstrate an understanding and application of the basic rules of formal grammar. 

	 For detailed requirements, see Paper 2, Question 4 below.
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3.5	 Description of papers
The question papers will be set in Sanskrit and English as appropriate.

3.5.1	Paper 1
Question 1 (25 marks)
Translation of a seen passage (Ra–ma–yana or Maha–bha–rata) from Sanskrit into English. 

Candidates will be required to translate approximately six sentences (with a maximum of 25 units) from 
either the Ra–ma–yana or the Maha–bha–rata. Details of the prescribed texts are set out at 6.5.3. 

Question 2 (20 marks)
Transliteration of an unseen passage. 

Candidates will be required to transliterate six-eight adapted sentences (with 20 units).

Question 3 (15 marks)
Reading Comprehension questions on an unseen passage in Sanskrit. 

Candidates will answer three comprehension questions. The questions will be set in Sanskrit. 

Question 4 (40 marks)
Comprehension questions will be set on two adapted extracts from the Ra–ma–yana and the Maha–bha–rata. 

Five questions will be set under each extract and will carry four marks each. Details of the prescribed texts 
are set out at 6.5.3.
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3.5.2	Paper 2
Question 1 (20 marks)

Translation of an unseen piece of prose from Sanskrit into English.

Candidates will be required to translate six lines of adapted Sanskrit prose. Words which are unlikely to be 
known will be glossed.

Question 2 (20 marks)

Translation of verses from the Bhagavad Gita into English. 

Candidates will be required to translate four verses. Candidates will study forty verses. Details of the 
prescribed texts are set out at 6.5.3. 

Question 3 (20 marks)

Comprehension questions on Pancatantra set texts.

Candidates will answer five questions on passages from the selected stories of the Pancatantra. Details of 
the prescribed texts are given below. 

Question 4 (40 marks)

Questions on Ma–hes’vara su–tras and Ucca–ran
•
a su–tras and Panini Grammar.

Candidates will answer questions on formal grammar.  
Details of the Su–tras are given on p. 69–70.

(a)	 Declensions (9 marks)

	 Candidates will be required to decline:

	 ‘asmad, yusmad’ in all 3 numbers

	 ‘tat’ in all 3 genders and all 3 numbers

	 ‘ba–laka, muni’ in all 3 numbers

	 ‘ba–lika–, mati’ in all 3 numbers

	 ‘phala’ in all 3 numbers

(b)	 Conjugation in 3 numbers and 3 persons. (6 marks)

Candidates will be required to conjugate:

Lat, Lrt, Lan

bhu–, gam , as, drs’, kr, pib, gay, vad, khel.

(c)	 The principal uses of cases. (5 marks)

Candidates may use English to explain the grammatical rules.

(d)	 Svara Sandhi (5 marks)

Candidates will be required to define the rules by giving examples.

(e)	 Ma–hes’vara and Ucca–ran
•
a su–tras (15 marks)

	� Candidates will be required to: 
Write the su–tras to which particular letters belong 
Explain the Ucca–ran

•
a su–tras
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3.5.3 Prescribed texts
Ra–ma–yana

For Paper 1, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

•	 Lesson 1	 Birth of Ra–ma and his brothers	 11 sentences

•	 Lesson 2	 Ra–ma goes into exile	 9 sentences

•	 Lesson 3	 The meeting of Ra–ma and Bha–rata	 11 sentences

•	 Lesson 4	 Frienship between Ra–ma and Sugrı̄va	 8 sentences

•	 Lesson 5	 Valiance of Hanuman	 12 sentences

Maha–bha–rata

For Paper 1, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

•	 Lesson 1	 The Kauravas are born	 14 sentences

•	 Lesson 2	 Bhı-ma eats poison	 12 sentences

•	 Lesson 3	 Bhı-ma regains consciousness	 7 sentences

•	 Lesson 4	 Ekalavya’s gift	 20 sentences

•	 Lesson 5	 Draupadi is protected by Krsna	 13 sentences

Bhagavad Gita 

Recommended edition: Bhagavad Gı̄ta Bha–sya, of S’ ri S’ankara–ca–rya with text and English translation by  
Dr A G Krishna Warrier (1983) Sri Ramkrishna Math, Madras 600004, India.

For Paper 2, candidates will study the following verses:

1.1,1.27,1.35, 2.3, 2.7, 2.22, 2.27, 2.31, 2.47, 3.5,3.19,4.7,4.8,13.28,14.24,16.1,16.2,16.3,18.11 and 18.47

Pancatantra 

For Paper 2, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

•	 Mitrabhed–a Tantram. Katha 13 Kambugrı-va-kacchapa Kath–a

•	 Mitrasamprapti Tantram. Kath–a 3 s’abara-s’u–kara-Kath–a

•	 K–akolu–kı-ya Tantram. Kath–a 5 Br–ahman.a-sarpa-Kath–a

•	 Lubdhapran–as’a-Tantram. Kath–a 1 V–anara-makara-kanth–a

•	 Apariks. ıita k–akaram Tantram. Kath–a 2 Brahman. ı--nakula-Kath–a 

Candidates will be required to study all the above passages. 
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Five stories adapted from Ra–ma–yana of Va–lmı-kı-

Lesson 1

Ra–ma–di Ja–ta–h – Birth of Ra–ma and his brothers

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.



Syllabus overview 

13

Cambridge O Level Sanskrit (for centres in Mauritius) 3216. 
Syllabus for examination in 2022, 2023 and 2024.

Lesson 2

Ra–ma Vanagaman – Ra–ma goes into exile

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Lesson 3

Ra–ma Bharat-Mila–pa – The meeting of Ra–ma and Bharata

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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Lesson 4

Ra–ma sugri-va-maitri- – Friendship between Ra–ma and Sugriva

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Lesson 5

Vi-ra Hanuman – Vi-ra Hanuma–n – Valliance Hanuman

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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Five stories adapted from Ra–ma–yana of Va–lmı-kı-

Lesson 1

 – Birth of Ra–ma and his brothers
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Lesson 2

 – Ra–ma goes into exile
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Lesson 3

 – The meeting of Ra–ma and Bharata
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Lesson 4

 – Friendship between Ra–ma and Sugriva
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Lesson 5

 – Vi-ra Hanuma–n – Valliance Hanuman
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Five stories adapted from the 
Lesson 1

 – The kauravas are born
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Lesson 2

 – Bhi-mah eats poison
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Lesson 3

 – Bhi-mah regains consciousness
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Lesson 4

 – E–kalavya’s gift
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Lesson 5

 – Draupadi- is protected by Krsna
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Five stories adapted from the Mahabharata
Lesson 1

 – The kauravas are born

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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Lesson 2

Bhi-mah visama kha–dati – Bhi-mah eats poison

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.
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Lesson 3

Bhi-mah buddhah bhavati – Bhi-mah regains consciousness

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Lesson 4

E–kalavyasya da–nam – E–kalavya’s gift

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Lesson 5

Draupadi- krsne
–na raksita– – Draupadi- is protected by Krsna

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Bhagavadgi
-
ta–
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Five stories from the Pañcatantram with introduction
Lesson 1
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Lesson 2
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Lesson 3
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Lesson 4
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Lesson 5
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Five stories from  

Lesson 1
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Lesson 2
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Lesson 3
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Lesson 4
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Lesson 5
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4.	 Other information

Equality and inclusion
We have taken great care in the preparation of this syllabus and assessment materials to avoid bias of any 
kind. To comply with the UK Equality Act (2010), we have designed this qualification with the aim of avoiding 
direct and indirect discrimination.

The standard assessment arrangements may present unnecessary barriers for candidates with disabilities 
or learning difficulties. Arrangements can be put in place for these candidates to enable them to access the 
assessments and receive recognition of their attainment. Access arrangements will not be agreed if they 
give candidates an unfair advantage over others or if they compromise the standards being assessed.

Candidates who are unable to access the assessment of any component may be eligible to receive an award 
based on the parts of the assessment they have taken. 

Information on access arrangements is in the Cambridge Handbook at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Language
This syllabus and the associated assessment materials are available in English only.

Exam administration
To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as 
‘administrative zones’. We allocate all Cambridge schools to one administrative zone determined by their 
location. Each zone has a specific timetable. Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment 
options. An entry option code is used to identify the components the candidate will take relevant to the 
administrative zone and the available assessment options.

Retakes
Candidates can retake the whole qualification as many times as they want to. This is a linear qualification so 
candidates cannot re-sit individual components.

Grading and reporting
Cambridge O Level results are shown by one of the grades A*, A, B, C, D or E, indicating the standard 
achieved, A* being the highest and E the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ indicates that the candidate’s performance 
fell short of the standard required for grade E. ‘Ungraded’ will be reported on the statement of results but 
not on the certificate. The letters Q (pending), X (no result) and Y (to be issued) may also appear on the 
statement of results but not on the certificate.
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How students and teachers can use the grades
Assessment at Cambridge O Level has two purposes:

•	 to measure learning and achievement

	 The assessment:

–– confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and skills 
specified in the syllabus, to the levels described in the grade descriptions.

•	 to show likely future success

	 The outcomes:

–– help predict which students are well prepared for a particular course or career and/or which students 
are more likely to be successful

–– help students choose the most suitable course or career.
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