Cambridge IGCSE™ First Language Spanish 0502 - Level based
mark scheme for Component 3 (for examination from 2025)

Table A: Level descriptions for Component 3, Part 1 — Individual Talk (20 marks)
This table assesses SL1, SL2, SL.3 and SL4

Level

5

Marks

17-20

13-16

9-12

5-8

Description

Talk articulates experience and expresses thought, feelings and imagination.
Presentation shows excellent cohesive order and fully engages the audience.
Communicates clearly and fluently using a wide range of linguistic devices (e.g.
tone, irony, emphasis) with purpose.

Register is fully appropriate to context.

Talk mainly articulates experience and mainly expresses thought, feelings and
imagination.

Presentation shows good cohesive order and mostly engages the audience.
Communicates clearly and mostly fluently using a range of linguistic devices
(e.g. tone, irony, emphasis) with purpose.

Register is mainly appropriate to context.

Talk sometimes articulates experience and sometimes expresses thought,
feelings and imagination.

Presentation shows some cohesive order with some attempt to engage the
audience.

Communicates clearly and fluently some of the time using some linguistic
devices (e.g. tone, irony, emphasis) with purpose.

Register is sometimes appropriate to context.

Talk is often inarticulate and shows limited expression of thought, feelings and
imagination.

Presentation lacks cohesive order in places with little attempt to engage the
audience.

Communicates in a limited way using a limited range of linguistic devices (e.g.
tone, irony, emphasis).

Register is limited within the context shown.

Limited or no expression of thought, feelings and imagination.
Presentation shows no cohesive order with no attempt to engage the
audience.

No clear communication, lack of fluency with no linguistic devices.
Little or no register within the context shown.

Does not meet the above criteria.



Table B: Level descriptions for Component 3, Part 2 — Conversation (20 marks)

For Part 2, record separate marks for speaking and for listening. This table assesses SL1, SL2, SL3, SL4 and

SL5.
Speaking
Level Marks
5 9-10
4 7-8
3 5-6

Listening

Description Level Marks

Expresses and extends the 5 9-10
subject matter and elicits
responses from the listener;
speaks on equal terms with
the listener.

Communicates clearly and
fluently using a wide range of
linguistic devices (e.g. tone,
irony, emphasis) with purpose;
register is fully appropriate to
context.

Expresses the subject matter 4 7-8
to the listener in an organised
and competent way;
sometimes speaks on equal
terms with the listener.
Communicates clearly and
mostly fluently using a range
of linguistic devices (e.g. tone,
irony, emphasis) with purpose;
register is mainly appropriate
to context.

Expresses the subject matter 3 5-6
to the listener adequately and
with some organisation; the
listener is generally but not
always prominent.
Communicates clearly and
fluently some of the time using
some linguistic devices (e.g.
tone, irony, emphasis) with
purpose; register is sometimes
appropriate to context.

Description

The conversation is natural,
fluent and sustained by the
candidate throughout.

Responds fully to questions
and develops prompts; deals
confidently and sometimes
enthusiastically with alterations
in the direction of the
conversation.

The conversation is sustained
throughout, and is sometimes
led by the candidate.

Responds consistently,
appropriately and in detail
to questions and prompts;
deals appropriately with
alterations in the direction of
the conversation.

The conversation is sustained
and the candidate engages in
the conversation throughout.

Responds to questions
adequately but deals less
effectively with prompts; deals
adequately with alterations

in the direction of the
conversation.



Speaking

Level
2

Marks
3-4

Listening

Description Level Marks

Expresses the subject matter 2 3-4
with some linking of ideas,
although organisation is
inconsistent; the listener is in
full control of the conversation.
Communicates in a limited
way using a limited range of
linguistic devices (e.g. tone,
irony, emphasis); register is
limited within the context
shown.

Expresses simple facts 1 1-2
and ideas with generally

unsuccessful attempts at

organisation; does not engage

in a two-way conversation.

No clear communication, lack
of fluency with no linguistic
devices; little or no register
within the context shown.

Does not meet the above 0 0
criteria.

Description

The conversation is sustained
by the listener’s questions.

Responds in a basic way to
questions and struggles to
develop prompts; does not
respond to alterations in the
direction of the conversation.

A two-way conversation is not
successfully maintained.

Responds in a simple way

or is unable to respond to
questions or prompts; does
not recognise alterations in the
direction of the conversation.

Does not meet the above
criteria.
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