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Lesson 8: Research methods 7.2 Non-experimental method: observations 

Learning objective To gain knowledge and understanding of observations. 

Lesson objectives By the end of the lesson, learners will be able to: 

• Define structured and unstructured observation 
• Explain the use of tally and checklist methods 
• Apply knowledge of the observations to novel scenarios 

Vocabulary Structured observation: observing a fixed set of behaviours that the researcher sets in advance 

Unstructured observation: observing a complete range of possible behaviours that the researcher does not select in 
advance 

Previous learning Learners have completed an introductory lesson explaining the non-experimental method of observation. 

Plan 

Activities Resources 

Beginning (5 mins) Learners complete the starter activity on tally chart use. Wildlife webcams: 
www.wildlifetrusts.org/webcams  

Middle (50 mins) • Ensure learners have a clear and full definition of structured and unstructured 
observations in their glossaries / notes 

• Ask learners to create a checklist of behaviours for a wildlife webcam of your 
choice. 

• Learners complete the structured observation using their checklist and feedback on 
follow up questions as a whole class. 

• Learners complete the unstructured observation using their checklist and feedback 
on follow up questions as a whole class. 

End (5 mins) Learners complete the check your understanding questions about structured and 
unstructured observations. 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/webcams
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Lesson 8: Research methods 7.2 Non-experimental method: observations 

Reflection and evaluation 

Reflection: 

Summary evaluation: 

What two things went really well? (Consider both teaching and learning.) 

1. 

2. 

What two things would have improved the lesson? (Consider both teaching and learning.) 

1. 

2.  

What have I learned from this lesson about the class or individuals that will inform my next lesson? 
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